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A PROGRAM FOR 


N O EVERY AGE GROUP 


Conferences — May 30 to Sept. 3 


At Beautiful SANDY COVE Overlooking MEMORIAL DAY SPECIAL 


Chesapeake B North East, Maryland. JIM VAUS, 

Cindi beadO ~ : Former associate of Mickey Cohen. 
Now President of 
Missionary Communications Service. 


HEAR SPEAKERS LIKE THESE | 


Dr. Alan Redpath Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 
Dr. Andrew Telford Berachah Church, Phila. 


Dr. Donald Grey Barnhouse 
Tenth Presbyterian Church, Phila. 


Dr. Francis Steele North Africa Mission 


Dr. William Culbertson 
Moody Bible Institute, Chicago 


Dr. William Allen Dean 
Aldan Union Church, Philadelphia 











The entire family enjoys Sandy Cove and many others. 
Modern Lodge—Cahins—Motel—Recrea- 
tional Facilities — Picnic Grounds — Chil- 
dren’s Playground—Book Store—Spacious RADIO BROABCAST 
Dining Room. WIBG (990 ke) Philadelphia 
For a restful, instructive, happy vacation 7:00-8:00 a.m. 


come to Sandy Cove. 


MORNING CHEER 


NEAR NORTH EAST, MD. SPONSORED BY PASTOR GEORGE A. PALMER 


e CAMP SANDY HILL for Boys 
On Elk River about seven miles from North East, Md. 


e® CAMP SANDY COVE for Girls 
On North East River just four miles from North East, Md. 


AGES 7-14 
Every modern convenience and camping facility 
PLUS a Christ-centered program of wholesome 
character-building Capable Christian Counselors. 
Season begins June 24. 


@ HILLTOP RANCH Ages 15-25 


Brand new! 204 acres of beautiful woodland, hills 
and streams. Everything in western style with 
plenty of horses and fast-moving activities. Bunk 
houses, lodge and swimming pool. Larry McGuill 
and John De Brine will provide leadership. Season 
begins June 25. 
















SEND FOR FREE ILLUSTRATED FOLDERS NOW! DR. GEORGE A. PALMER 


P.O. Box 3, Philadelphia 5, Pa. 














Q A VISIT TO THE SANITARIUM OF SOTERIA 
IN ATHENS, GREECE 


By Rosemary Kalonaros* 


Tt was a lovely sunny morning, with the scent of pine 
trees along the road from the gate to the Admin- 
istration building, as we arrived at the Sanitarium of 
Soteria, the largest in Greece. How beautiful it looked 
with the mountains in the background and the well- 
tended garden lining the road. The thought that 
saddened me, however, was that with all this natural 
beauty, the lives of the 2,200 charity patients confined 
here would remain empty and dark without the light 
of the Gospel. 








We were greeted by Mr. Demos, the Registrar, who 
brought us to the Director, Dr. Amvliantis, who thanked 
us over and over again for the help which we had 
brought to the patients in the past and for this visit. 
He said that the patients knew my husband as Saint 

| Basil, the Greek equivalent of Santa Claus, because 
of the gifts he had brought them at Christmas. We 
were glad to hear this, but when we remembered 
that each time we came we were able to help only a 
few of the 2,200 patients, we realized how very little 
we were able to help. 


The Director told us that the hospital was greatly 
in need of a closed step-in truck or a station wagon 
to carry the food from the central kitchen to the 
various wards so that the food would not get cold 
and dusty in transit. This is only one of the many 
needs of this institution. The services which are taken 

for granted in most American hospitals are for the 
most part unknown in Greece because of the extreme 
poverty of this little country. 


After talking with the hospital Director, we went 
to find the various patients for whom we had relief 
checks. This periodic help is made possible through 
you who contribute to the American Mission to Greeks. 
When we tell this to these poor suffering people, they 
are overwhelmed. They feel more joy at being re- 
membered by someone far away in America than they 
feel over — the actual money. The hopelessness 
shown in every face is heartrending. How empty of 
joy are their lives—far from family and friends and, 
for the most part, separated from God through their 
ignorance of His Word. It would be wonderful if we 
could give each patient a modern Greek New Testa- 
ment and place in each ward a complete Bible. Most of 
them have never seen the Word of God and they have 
all the time in the world to read it. 


ALL AGES REPRESENTED HERE 


We entered a ward of women who appeared to be 
between 25 and 45 years of age. Many of them are 
mothers harrassed with worry over the plight of their 
children who must manage without them. One, Mrs. 
Terzopoulou, for whom some readers of ETERNITY 
gave, and whom we were able to help generously, 
is the mother of two children, and both she and her 
husband are sick in bed. With no income, this r 
family exists on God’s love and the charity of Chris- 
tians. With tears she told us how much the help we 
have given them means to them. She said that she 
reads the New Testament every day and has put all 
her trust and hope in God 


Another of those we were able to help is a widow 
whose children are shifted around from one relative 
to another because no one of them has enough to 
care for them regularly. Both my husband and I could 
not help weeping with her as she told her story. They 








* Wife of the Director of Relief Activities of the American 
Mission to Greeks, Inc. who with her husband is making 
a visit to Greece. 
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are a frightfully poor family. These two mothers 
typify hundreds of others throughout Greece. Just a 
few days ago, a widow with four children under 12 
years old came to my husband in the office in Athens 
and sobbingly told him that she did not know where to 
turn for help. She was absolutely niless. How 
wonderful it would be if we could undertake the 
—— of these children in their home, or place 
others in homes and care for them while their mothers 
are in sanitariums. This we can do, if are willing 
to become their foster parents. How they need your 
love while | miss reir dear mother, struggling 
against tuberculosis. The support of a child would be 
only $15 a month. We would be glad to assign one to 
you. A great satisfaction would fill your heart as a 
result of this project. 


Next we visited a men’s ward, where many of the 
patients are fathers, worried and ashamed over their 
inability to care for their families. One of them, Mr. 
Polychroniou, showed us a picture of his two young 
sons whom he had not seen for several years because 
of the contagious nature of his disease. We promised 
him help the next time we came. We believe that he 
is a born-again Christian, as he has long been familiar 
with our work and received the New Testament and 
other literature from us many months ago. 


YOUNG GIRLS READING THE WORD 


We went to two wards for young girls, some of whom 
are able to be up and around. We waited in a small 
office for the young girl we had come to help. She 
took a long time and when we saw her we realized 
why. She was so feeble she could hardly walk. The 
tragedy of so many young lives wasting away in 
— is difficult to understand. One of the girls 
told us that she had been reading her New Testament 
regularly with some of the other girls. How we pray 
that they may come to Christ. We are not allowed to 
gather them in groups to tell them about the Gospel, 
but we do our best to testify to them individually. 


When we visited the children’s ward, we found it 
newer and brighter than the other buildings. The 
Sanitarium of Soteria has patients ranging in age 
from the cradle to old age. Each patient represents 
the tragic poverty of Greece, because most cases of 
tuberculosis are the product of insufficient food, cloth- 
ing and shelter. It is heartbreaking to see the innocent 
children, with thin bodies and feverish eyes, looking 
up at us with expectation. For all ages we can only do 
the best we can as far as material help is concerned, 
but the thing which they need most of all is to hear 
about and believe on Christ. Only the Gospel can 
transform their lives from useless wasting away to a 
living hope and faith. 


How it would break your heart if you were to visit 
these destitute and lonely sufferers aud not be able 
to place at least a New Testament in their hands! 
There are so many we must Fg by with only a silent 
prayer that God will provide for them on our next 
visit. And yet, for only a dollar you can make it 
possible for us to distribute 5 New Testaments or 
place a Greek Bible in a ward. A dollar will provide 
a 20-lb. surplus food package, $6.00 a package of cloth- 
ing, $25.00 the medicine needed for the entire treat- 
ment of a tubercular patient. And remember, for 
$15.00 you can be “mother” or “daddy” to a little 
child in need of foster care. Write today to the 
American Mission to Greeks, Inc., Rev. Spiros Zodhiates, 
General Secretary, P.O. Box 423, t. E, New York 
36, N. Y. (In Canada, 90 Duplex Ave., Toronto 7, 
Ontario.) —Adv. 








A Letter to Our Readers... 





Probably nothing the Evangelical Foundation 
has done stirred up so much controversy as Dr. 
Barnhouse’s participation in the television series “Man 
to Man” under the sponsorship of the Broadcasting 
and Film Commission of the National Council of 
Churches. But, as previously reported in these pages, 
the Board of the Foundation and Dr. Barnhouse 
agreed to accept the opportunity because we considered 
it an opportunity of witnessing to the largest audience 
yet opened to the preaching of thfe gospel. 

As I write this, we have almost completed the first 
six months of a planned two-years’ run of these pro- 
grams. Wherever our program has been seen in the 
North Central or Southeast sections of the country, 
the response has been excellent. What is more impor- 
tant, wherever the program has been seen, criticism 
from both right and left has practically ceased. 

We are grateful to our Lord, whose guidance we 
have sought in all phases of this ministry, for the 
response on the part of so many who do not know 
Christ as Saviour and also for the apparent acceptance 
of the program in many areas of Christian, witness. 

Scheduling of the program is a continuing part of 
this ministry. A list of stations now showing the pro- 
gram together with currently scheduled starting dates 
of stations which will be carrying the program in the 
future follows: 


CURRENTLY SCHEDULED 








ARKANSAS 
Fort Smith KFSA Channel 22 Saturday 5:30 p.m. 
Little Rock KTHV 1l Sunday 11:00 p.m. 
CONNECTICUT 
Hartford WGTH 18 Sunday 12:30 p.m. 
New Haven WNHC 8 Sunday 2:15 p.m. (start 5/20) 
Waterbury WATR 53 Wednesday 7:00 p.m. 
FLORIDA 
Jacksonville WMBR 4See local newspaper 
West Palm Beach WIRK 21 Sunday 6:45 p.m. (start 5/20) 
GEORGIA 
Atlanta WSB 2 Sunday 10:45 a.m. 
Savannah WTOC 11 Thursday’ 1:45 p.m. 
KENTUCKY 
Louisville WAVE ll Sunday 9:45 a.m. 
MAINE 
WABI 5 Monday 7:30 p.m. 
WCSH 6 Sunday 10:45 a.m. 
MASSACHUSETTS 
Boston WBZ a Oe 5, 1956 
Pittsfield WMGT 19 Monday 6:45 p.m. (start 5/14) 
Springfield WHYN 55 Sunday 1:45 p.m. (start 5/20) 
MICHIGAN 
Grand Rapids WOOD 8 Sunday 8:15 a.m. 
MINNESOTA 
Rochester KROC 10 Saturday 1:30 p.m. 
MISSISSIPPI 
Jackson WLBT $8 Saturday 12:30 p.m. 
LOUISIANA 
New Orleans WJMR 20 Sunday (See local newspaper) 
NEW YORK 
Buffalo WGR 2 Sunday 4:45 p.m. 
New York WOR Q9Starting October 7, 1956 
Schenectady WRGB nday 2:30 p.m. 
Syracuse WwsYR $3Starting July 8, 1956 
NORTH CAROLINA 
Charlotte WBTV 3 Sunday 10:15 a.m. 
OHIO 
Cleve WXEL 8 Sunday 1:45 p.m. 
PENNSYLVANIA 
Altoona KFBG 10 Saturday 5:00 p.m. 
Bethlehem WLEV 51 Saturday 7:15 p.m. 
i WICU 12. Friday 6:30 p.m. 
Harrisburg WHP 55 Wednesday 8:15 p.m. 
nae eae AC 6 Wednesday 2:00 p.m. 
hiladelphia WFIL 6 Sunday 9:30 a.m. 
Wilkes- WBRE 28 Sunday 11:45 a.m. (start 5/20) 
York WNOW 49 Sunday 8:45 p.m. 


RHODE ISLAND 


Providence WJAR 10 Tuesday 2:30 p.m. 
SOUTH CAROLINA 

Columbia wIs 10 Sunday 12:30 p.m. 
TENNESSEE 

Knoxville WATE 6 Wednesday 11:15 p.m. 

Memphis WMCT 5 Sunday 10:00 a.m. 
VERMONT 

Burlington WCAX 8 Sunday 1:00 p.m. (start 6/3) 
WEST VIRGINIA 

Huntington WSAZ 3 Sunday 11:30 a.m. 

Wheeling WTRF 7 Sunday 12:30 p.m. 


STARTING DATES 


ALASKA 
Fairbanks KFAR Channel 2 Starting July 24, 1956 
ARIZONA 
Phoenix KVAR 13 September 4 
Tucson KOPO 13 August 5 
CALIFORNIA 
Sacramento KBET 10 August 25 
San Diego KFSD 10 September 9 
San Jose KNTV ll July 15 
IDAHO 
Boise KIDO 7 August 8 
KANSAS 
Great Bend KCKT 2 November 28 
Hutchison KTVH 12 August 5 
Pittsburg KOAM 7 July 5 
Topeka WIBW 13 September 22 
Wichita KAKE 10 July 
NEBRASKA 
Holdrege KHOL 13 July 3 
Omaha wow 6 July 29 
NEW MEXICO 
Albuquerque KOB 4 July 1 
NORTH DAKOTA 
Bismarck KFYR 5 July 15 
Minot KCJB 13 November 5 
OKLAHOMA 
Lawton KSWO 7 July 1 
Oklahoma City KWTV 9 August 5 
Tulsa KVOO 2 July 29 
OREGON 
Portland KPTV 27 August 25 
SOUTH DAKOTA 
Garden City KDLO 3 August 18 
Sioux Falls KELO ll November 25 
TEXAS 
Austin KTBC 7 July 29 
Beaumont KFDM 6 july 1 
Co! Christi KVDO 22 june 30 
ue ; = 
tem 
Ft. Worth WBAP 5 oy heel P 
Galveston KGUL ll August 4 
Houston KPRC 2 uly 29 
lo KHAD om October 7 
Lufkin KTRE 9 October 12 
San Angelo KTXL 8 July 12 
Temple KCEN 6 July 14 
Wichita Falls KFDX 3 July 29 


: We earnestly covet your continuing prayer inter- 
est in this ministry. If your local television station has 
not yet shown these programs and is not listed above, 
write me. I'll be glad to give you information as to 
our current negotiations for your area and advise 
you of our starting date as soon as it becomes definite. 

Above all, when this series reaches your area, tell 
your friends and neighbors to tune in, especially those 
who may never have squarely faced their relationship 
to Christ. It is for these friends that the program was 
originated, and we need your help to make it truly 
effective. 

Cordially 





ETERNITY 























A LITTLE CHILD IN HIS NAME! 





You Can Bring 
Joy to Needy 
Children of 
Refugee Families 
in Europe 

NOW! 


The eyes of Europe’s neglected refugee children appeal- 
ingly look to us for help. We must not fail them. 


| WAS AN HUNGERED AND YE GAVE ME MEAT 


There are 11,000,000 refugees in Western Europe, 
mostly in Germany and Austria. 


300,000 of these refugees live under adverse and 
soul-depressing circumstances. 


The best way for the American Christian public to 
express profound good will for the poor, homeless 
and hungry of this world is through relief packages 
which the United States Government has made 
available to religious organizations such as THE 
EUROPEAN EVANGELISTIC CRUSADE, INC. 


In co-operation with the “CARE” organization, be- 
cause of U. S. GOVERNMENT FOOD SURPLUS- 
ES, the EEC is able to send 22 Ibs. of food to a 
hungry refugee family in Europe for $1.00. $10.00 
will supply 10 packages, and for every $100.00 do- 
nated, 100 packages of food can be sent. 


This program meets a two-fold purpose: First, it 
meets the great need of Europe’s needy refugees. 
Secondly: Each CARE package distributed in the 
name of Christ will be a concrete evidence of the 
genuine love and weeny which God’s people in 
North America have for fellow believers living in 
dire need and distress. 
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e Will you as an expression of gratitude to God for 
the great gift of His Son, share your many blessings 
with a destitute refugee family or child by sending 
your gift to: 


EUROPE’S REFUGEE FUND 

Rev. Douglas G. Stewart, F.R.G.S. 
European Evangelistic Crusade, Inc. 
Member Mission I.F.M.A. ; 


811 Westview St., Dept. E-5, Philadelphia 19, Pa. 
In Canada: 139 Alfred St., Sarnia, Ontario 


Dear Sir: | enclose $.............cccceeeeee as my love offering to 


God to help meet the physical and spiritual needs of Europe’s 
refugees. 


8 





ARE you READY 


‘ Joun 12:21 
ov should see . .. 


. . - advertising helps, and % 
colorful down-to-the-last-detail 
- LEADER’s GUIDEBOOK .. . 


— 
Pre-planned!” 





4 (‘4 fornia e Mound Minne 


1 6 For enclosed $2.25, send me “The King’s 
ie Aaventureiand’” Sample Kit. _ 
| Semin ws 
fo Dept. ET 5 
Name. 
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Address 
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LETTERS to the Editors 





EARTH IN UPHEAVAL 


I have especially enjoyed the article, 
“Earth in Upheaval.” 

I am teaching a class in the “Gospel of 
the Holy Spirit” and earlier in the course 
made reference to the creation, and we 
spent some little time with the Genesis ac- 
count. The question arose as to the length 
of the day. It is in that connection that I 
wish to use [“Earth in Upheaval.”] .. . I 
am sure that it will give an understanding 
of the situation as relates to the length of 
the days of creation. I am sure that we are 
all conversant with the fact that there is a 
tendency to speak about these days as be- 
ing thousands and millions and billions of 
years in length, which has always seemed to 
me to detract from the scriptural account; 
for “he spake and it was done, he com- 
manded and it stood fast,” as the Psalmist 
says in Psalm 33. A natural dilemma that 


. we are in if we recognize the length of the 


creation day for the first five days as being 
thousands or millions of years, what are we 
going to do on the sixth day when man was 
created. Did it take God a thousand years, 
a million years to make him? And we are 
all agreed that that is not the case—that is, 
all of us evangelicals. 

GerorcE E. Kunz, President 


Wessington Springs College . 


Wessington Springs 
South Dakota 

I cannot agree with reviewer David W. 
Baker that Velikovsky has struck telling 
blows at the theory of uniformity. In my 
opinion a world of uniformity and order is 
much more consistent with the nature of 
God as revealed in Scripture than one of 
catastrophe. 

Geology has a number of unanswered 
questions, and it appears that many of 
these have been used as a basis for Veli- 
kovsky’s latest book Earth In Upheaval. 
Some of the author’s statements are factual, 
but I fear most of his conclusions are fic- 
tional. 

Rosert L. WILson 
Dept. of Geology and Geography 
University of Chattanooga 
Chattanooga, Tenn. 


To the editors: 

Mr. Stacy Woods (“You are Challenged 
to Endure” March, ETERNITY) spent much 
of his time on the symptoms rather than 
on the diesase. 

I agree with the statement about Mom- 
ism and the conformist tendencies. Then 
he mentions the married student. . . Mr. 
Woods points to the added efficiency and 
mature outlook that characterizes the mar- 
ried student, then ignores this in his con- 
clusions. 

- . -We do not marry early just for the 
sake of marrying, or because of social pres- 
sure. I trust we are speaking of conse- 
crated Christians whom God has chosen, and 
when He has selected your mate, provided 
the means, and whew He says, “Go ahead,” 
what then? Marriage while a student can 
be in the will of God. 


. . . sincerely believe God gave me my 
wife when He did to enable me to get 
more from my time of preparation, because 
she could help us to be supported for 
awhile. . . If I continued to depend upon 
her, this would surely be sin, but we were 
partners in His service, willing to sacrifice 
together to prepare for the thing to which 
God has called us. This was her calling at 
that particular time. 

Mr. Woods was very careful in his 
selection of missionaries. May I mention 
a few? William Carey, pioneer to India, 
was married. Adoniram Judson, married at 
23 and went to Burma. Robert Wilder, 
founder of the Student Volunteer Move- 
ment, went to Calcutta after his marriage. 
Horace Pitkins of the First Yale Volunteer 
Band went to China with his wife, mar- 
rying at about 25. Dr. John Scudder mar- 
ried at about 25 and went to India with 
his wife and child, and it didn’t dampen 
his missionary zeal. Robert E. Speer, mis- 
sionary statesman, man of vision and too 
a pioneer was married at 26, as he was 
beginning his great work. There have been 
great men of God on both sides of the 
married issue, and I can’t see that it is 
related to Mom-ism, and your discussion. 
God calls married pioneers as well as 
single. 

. -.Mr. Woods mentions the “unsung 
heroines of the post-war missionary push.” 
Where are the men? They were just return- 
ing from the war, many beginning three 
to seven years of preparation, and they 
have only been entering the field recently. 
The younger men are just finishing their 
training now. Most of the men face mili- 
tary training, and God doesn’t always make 
a call clear to all boys of 17. Let us be 
fair, more women were avaliable. 

. . .My concern is the same as ‘Mr. Woods’ 
Men must be reached with the Gospel of 
Christ that they might be forgiven and 
saved. 

GrorcE W. Day, Youth Director 
Westminster Presbyterian Church 
San Jose, Calif. 


MISSIONARIES IN GREECE 
To the editors: 

May I call to your attention a mistake 
made in the advertisement of the American 
Mission to Greeks that appeared in your 
January issue. The advertisement as printed 
by you said that our mission “supports 
over’ 400 missionaries,” whereas our copy 
said “40 missionaries.” 

Sprros ZoOpHIATES, General Secretary 
American Mission to Greeks, Inc. 
New York, N. Y. 

ETERNITY regrets the embarrassment 

caused by a typographical error.—Eds. 


CORRECTION 

ETERNITY, in March, failed to include in 
Dr. Edward Young’s review of The Dead Sea 
Scrolls the observation that “unfortunately, 
Dr. Burrows does not hold to the infallibil- 
ity of Scripture and embraces certain tenets 
of higher criticism, and the reader must be 
on his guard against these.” With this re- 
servation Dr. Young heartily commends the 
work. 


ETERNITY 























NOW AND LATER 


In. the midst of his recent three- 
month speaking tour in Texas, our 
Editor-in-Chief took off ten days to visit 
mission stations in Mexico and the im- 
pressive Mayan ruins at Chichen Itza. 

The cover story in this issue describes 
the ruins in the jungle of the Yucatan 
Peninsula and gives one some idea of the 
advanced culture of the ancient people. 

To Eternity readers the comments by 
Dr. Barnhouse on the relationship 
between the Scriptures and the Mayan 
ruins will be most significant. 

To Pittsburgh-Xenia Theological Sem- 
inary, the training center for ministers 
in the United Presbyterian Church, has 
come a new president, Dr. Addison H. 
Leitch. We present an abridged version 
of the inaugural address given by this 
Christian educator. 

Those who recognize the importance 
of the place given to the Word of God 
and basic subjects of revelation and in- 
spiration will rejoice in Dr. Leitch’s 
forthright conservative position. 

For a long time evangelicals have held 
two points of view on higher education. 
One group argues strongly for education 
based on a Christian philosophy and 
the advantages of a truly Christian 
environment during the strategic years 
of youth. The other side asserts that 
so-called “Christian” education is often 
far below the standards of that which 
is to be had in secular institutions and 
that the “hot-house” environment does 
not produce sturdy witnesses for Christ. 

ETERNITY presents the two sides in 
this issue—one by Dr. Stephen W. Paine, 
president of Houghton College and a 
highly esteemed evangelical leader, and 
the other by Walter L. Liefeld, a former 
Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship staff 
worker who is now a seminary student 
in New York City. 





THE EDITOR’S 
SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS 





Donald Grey Barnhouse 

Editor of Eternity 
May 6, 20, 27 (eve.), also May 24, 31, 
Tenth Presbyterian Church, Phila- 
delphia, Pa.; May 7, 21, 28, New York 
Bible Class, St. Luke’s Lutheran 
Church, New York, N. Y.; May 13-18, 
First Presbyterian Church, Johnson 
City, Tenn. 
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plateau, looking out over the pass between the two 

snow-clad volcanoes—the pass by which Cortez and his 
soldiers had come to conquer Montezuma—and, skirting 
the volcano which is known as the “Sleeping Woman,” 
dropped down to sea level, and got out at Merida. The 
map on which I first learned the geography of Mexico 
showed Yucatan as a green thumb sticking out into the 
Carribean. It was rightly colored, for Yucatan is green. As 
far as the eye could see, as we circled down to our landing, 
were the straight-rowed fields of henequen, providing the 
sisal with which most of the binding twine used on the 
farms of the United States is made. 

The next morning we drove about seventy-five miles, be- 
yond the cultivated fields into the semi-tropical jungle, to 
the ruins of the ancient city of Chichen Itza. Two days later 
we drove in another direction to the ruins of another great 
city, Uxmal. Together they constitute some of the most 
amazing finds that archeologists have ever unearthed. When 
the further ruins of this ancient civilization that are to be 
found over the border in Peten, in Guatamala are unearth- 
ed by the forthcoming expedition from the University of 
Pennsylvania Museum, we may have more knowledge of 
the Mayans, but what we already have is so fantastic that 
it constitutes one of the great riddles of history. 

First, I am going to describe the ruins and tell some of 
the wonderful things which the ancient Mayans knew; 
second, I will discuss briefly the dates of these high flower- 
ings of civilization; and, last, I will venture a word of 
theory as to their origin and their place in the scheme of 
ancient peoples. 

There are three central features of the great ruins: the 
temples, the astronomical observatories, and the sports 
fields. In two of these features the Mayans surpassed every 
known civilization that preceded our own era. 

As to their temples, there are, of course, greater temples 
in Egypt and in the Hellenic and Roman world. There are 
temples in India that are as massive, and I have seen the 
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Praise and thanksgiving turn gloom into glow 


By Donald Grey Barnhouse 


great temple in Djokjakarta in Java and the temples of 
Angkor Vat in Indo-China, which also surpass these in 
size. But the temples of the Mayans have one feature that 
was unknown to any other group of architects. They had 
become the complete masters of perspective, producing an 
architectural effect more commanding than in any other 
pyramidal temples. We are all aware that perspective 
causes lines to converge, just as telephone poles from the 
back of a train seem to become smaller and to come to- 
gether. The Mayan architects made their staircases, a hun- 
dred feet wide at the bottom, gradually grow wider and 
wider so that, when looked at from a distance, they seemed 
to be equi-distant from bottom to top. Further, the rock 
terraces of the pyramids were increased in size, the first be- 
ing about eight feet tall, the second ten feet, and so on, 
until they all appear to be equal. 

The steps on these great stair-cases, are very narrow, so 
that they must be climbed walking sideways, the whole 
length of the foot being on each step. The purpose of this 
was to produce an effect in their great religious processions. 
The priests started at one angle of the staircase and pro- 
ceeded up and across the staircase in an undulating pro- 
cession. When they reached the other side, they turned, 
climbing up and across in the other direction. The result 
was that the crowds (sober archeologists estimate that more 
than a half million people were present for the great festi- 
vals) looking at the procesion as the leaders reached the 
top platform of the pyramid, saw a monster serpent in zig- 
zag up the whole staircase. It must have been extremely 
colorful, with all of the participants dressed in costumes 
made of the bright feathers of the jungle birds. 

The worship of the serpent was central in the life of the 
Mayans, although they had other gods—a jaguar god and 
gods for their daily needs—rain god, corn god, wind god, 
war god, death god, the god of the North Star, the sun god, 
and others. As time went on and the climate became dryer, 
the rain god took on the greatest importance. In fact, there 
developed four gods in one, for there was a rain god for 
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each of the four cardinal points. Thus they hoped to be 
assured of rain whether from the north, south, east, or west. 
The god who might have been thought to be the greatest 
was really of little importance—Hunab Ku, the creator, was 
regarded as a distant, priestly abstraction, and played al- 
most no role among them. It would appear that he was 
there only out of their fear of missing anyone; just as the 
Athenians, not wanting to miss anyone, had erected an 
altar to the unknown god. In later times there were human 
sacrifices, but it seems from the best records that the primi- 
tive religion of the Mayans was rather pure and ethical. 


In addition to the great temple ruins there are the ruins 
of astronomical observatories. The science of the Mayans was 
very advanced. In fact, their knowledge of astronomy was 
more advanced than that of anyone in the world up to our 
own times. For example, the length of the year according 
to modern astronomy is 365.2422 days. The old Julian cal- 
endar, in use for many centuries of the Christian era, main- 
tained 365.2500 days. The Gregorian calendar in 1582, cor- 
rected this to 365.2425 days, which was 3/10,000 of a day 
too long. That figure held until the development of mod- 
ern astronomy within the past century. But the Mayans 
had a year of 365.2420 days, which was only 2/10,000 of a 
day too short. This was not their only feat of science. Com- 
petent astronomical authorities have said that the ancient 
Maya possessed a more accurate knowledge of astronomy 
in general than did the ancient Egyptians. 

The Mayans also had an arithmetic superior to any an- 
cient form of calculation. They possessed the knowledge of 
zero and used it long before anyone else in the world. A 
fish-shell symbol represented zero. One, two, three, or four 
dots represented the numbers one to four. A bar repre- 
sented five, while a bar with one, two, three or four dots 
represented the numbers six to nine. In like manner two 
bars represented ten; three bars represented fifteen; while 











three bars and four dots represented nineteen. Above nine- 
teen various arrangements of these same symbols made it 
possible for them to count into the hundreds of thousands. 
Now this system was superior to Roman numerals on three 
counts. First, it possessed zero. Second, it had fewer sym- 
bols and third, one less process. To write the numbers from 
I to XIX inclusive in Roman notation, it is necessary to 
employ three symbols, the letters I, V, and X, and two 
arithmetical processes, addition and subtraction: VI is V 
plus I, but IV is V minus I. The Mayans used but two 
symbols, the bar and dot, and one process, addition. 


To me, the most amazing ruin at Chichen Itza is the big 
ball court. A field, five hundred feet long and eighty feet 
wide, is lined from north to south by a stone platform 
about six feet above the field. The platform is about ten 
feet deep, and this is surmounted by limestone walls, run- 
ning the full length of the field on both sides, and about 
twenty five feet in height. In the middle, two vertical stone 
rings, ten or twelve feet above the platform, protrude from 
the wall. The hole through each ring is just about large 
enough for our modern basket-ball to pass through. On top 
of the long walls there were gradations of seats that would 
allow tens of thousands of spectators to view the games. 
The ball was made of chicle, source of our modern chew- 
ing gum, and weighed about nine pounds. It could not be 
touched with the hands. The game lasted for several days 
and concluded when the ball was finally passed through 
one or the other holes. The captain who did not ring the 
ball was immediately prepared and beheaded as a sacrifice 
to the rain gods. A bas-relief on one of the walis shows the 
scene. The captain who holed the ball holds the head of 
the victim, and from the truncated neck there are seven 
streams spurting—three and three representing the shedding 
of blood, but the central spurt circles along the wall, and 
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By STEPHEN W. PAINE 


Why the 


Christian College? 


A noted educator stresses the service of a 


Christian college 


T he desire of the editors of ETErNiTy to have a concise 
statement of the case for the Christian college deserves com- 
mendation. The term “Christian college” is here used not 
as an equivalent for the term “church-related college,” but 
in the narrower sense as referring to that comparatively 
smaller group of colleges which (1) have an evangelical 
statement of faith and take it very seriously, and (2) en- 
deavor to maintain a standard of campus life in harmony 
with the statement of faith and with the standards of Bible- 
believing Christians generally—granted that the matter of 
evangelical standards of life does not fall easily into an 
exact formula. 

I shall mention three crucial areas of service rendered by 
the Christian college to the evangelical cause. First, the 
Christian college confronts its young people with the evan- 
gelical world view. Perhaps a student’s most important quest 
in college should be a proper perspective of the universe 
and his relation to it. He studies the sciences to learn some- 
thing of the physical nature of his world. Psychology, so- 
ciology, history, and ethics give him some insights into the 
personal elements of his environment—how people behave 
and why. Foreign languages also, besides being tool subjects, 











By WALTER L. LIEFELD 


College: 
Christian or 


Secular? 


A former IVCF worker pleads for missionaries 


to the secular campus 


"IF nine men were carrying one end of a log,” asks the 

missionary, “and only one was at the other, which end 
would you help carry?” It is strange that some who find 
cogency in this argument for foreign missions completely 
reverse the point in other situations. In advising young 
people about choosing a college, we often say, “Go to 
the place that has more Christians.” “Keep away from the 
godless university.” Don’t send your son to a secular college 
if you can at all avoid it.” Why this reversal of principle? 

This country has been blessed with a number of Chris- 
tian colleges. Many of our great universities, though 
established to train Christian men for the ministry and 
other professions, fell one after another to secularism or 
liberalism. In their place Christians have founded schools 
that are thoroughly evangelical. Every year many young 
people are led by God to study at these schools. 

But along the way enthusiasm for Christian higher 
education has led some down the wrong path. There are 
those who assert in all earnestness that a Christian ought 
not to attend a secular college unless it is absolutely 
impossible for him to go to a Christian one. Some go as 
far as to say that it is a sin to study at a non-Christian 
university; that those who do are unspiritual or misguided. 
To them the ideal would be to sweep the secular colleges 
clean of Christians, enrolling every one of them in Chris- 
tian schools.. Or, to revert to our figure, they would take 
the one man away from his end of the log and let him 
join the nine at the other end. 

May I suggest that this view is greatly distorted and 
contrary to scriptural principles. There are many whom 
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are excursions into the thought patterns of peoples. And 
English shares the same values. 

But Christian people believe that the most important fac- 
tor in any man’s life is his relationship to the God who 
created him and who sustains him in life, and further, that 
none of these other fields of learning are seen in their right 
perspective when viewed apart from God. Dr. R. B. Kuiper, 
former president of Calvin College well illustrated this 
point when he said, “One may look at a window pane in 
one of two ways. Either he may stare at the pane itself and 
make it alone the object of observation, or he may look 
through the pane up at the heavens. So there are two ways 
of studying nature and history. One may lose himself in the 
bare facts, or one may look up through the facts at God, 
who is revealed in all the works of his hands and in the 
guidance of the destinies of men and nations.” 

The Christian college, through its direct classroom ap- 
proach, through the freely declared and known faith of its 
teachers, and through the central importance assigned to 
spiritual matters in college life, puts God at the center of 
his universe. 


(Continued on page 38) 











God specifically wants in secular colleges. In attending 
a Christian college these would be out of God’s will as 
much as would be a Christian who, being called to any 
other mission field, did not go. 

But can a college be called a mission field? I personally 
know scores of students who were brought to the Lord by 
fellow students in secular schools. The average Christian 
will never have as rich an opportunity to witness for 
Christ as he will in these colleges. 

It may be objected that it is wrong to subject young 
Christians to all the temptations of the godless college. 
They would be cast into an evil environment and taught 
by non-Christian professors. Yes, secular schools may be 
considered anti-Christian, but no more so than the world 
in general. The Scriptures teach separation, not isolation. 
A worldly student might run around with the wrong crowd 
in college, just as he would anywhere else. (Frankly not 
all colleges are quite the awful places some make them out 
to be. This has been exaggerated in the Christian press.) 
If a Christian attends sinful social functions he is wrong, 
whether he does it in high school, college, or the business 
world. Certainly there will be invitations to beer “socials,” 
just as there are invitations to Christmas drinking parties 
at the office. Of course there is evil language, like that 
which is heard in the shop where you work. Such is the 
world in which we live and witness. No Christian in a 
secular school is forced to enter a compromising situation. 
If he thinks he is, some thoughtfulness will disclose a 
previous disobedience which led up to it. Temptations 
are everywhere, and one does not “ask for trouble” merely 
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It is necessary for Christians to test the source of every power 
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by going to a secular college. 

As for the godless teaching, among all the college people 
I have known personally, only two became atheists. Both 
were from a Christian college, and one of them was a fac- 
ulty member. What we need is not fewer people attending 
secular universities, but more Christian professors writing 
helpful literature; more people praying for the students. 

If a Christian loses out at college, the reasons will be the 
same as those that cause the downfall of Christians any- 
where. Lack of personal faith or forsaking a close walk with 
God will leave a Christian powerless against evil. A more 
Christian atmosphere may help keep up a sham of spiritual- 
ity, but of what use is that? Frankly, I think many Christian 
parents display a lack of confidence in the kind of training 
and example they have given their children if they are 
afraid to let them face college life. Are our homes and 
churches so ineffective that all our young people need pro- 
tection and close guidance until they are twenty-one? 


(Continued on page 42) 
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FAITH AND PARADOX 


The Bible teaches certain truths which 
seem to be irreconcilable. Some un- 
believers protest against the Bible be- 
cause it does teach these opposites. How- 
ever, there is a good argument against 
these unbelievers because they them- 
selves believe opposites in some fields. 

My attention has been called to this 
analogy by the Rev. A. Morgan Der- 
ham, of London, whom I first met at 
Cambridge University several years ago. 
He writes, “People often wonder about 
—or even complain at—the paradoxes of 
Scripture doctrine, the seeming irrecon- 
cilables. For example, Divine Sovereignty 
and Human Responsibility. But they 
quite cheerfully accept the teachings of 
science on Quantum physics: Light is 
both particle and wave-motion, although 
these two are self-contradictory. Certain- 
ly it is unreasonable to reject scriptural 
affirmations while accepting ‘scientific’ 
ones which are equally paradoxical.” 

Christians should always realize that 
the Bible does not explain all things. 
There are fields in which God has 
merely affirmed certain truths to us. At 
this point faith takes hold, and we who 
are followers of the Lord Jesus Christ 
believe what God has affirmed although 
we are not always able to understand all 
that we believe. After all, if we could 
understand God fully, we would be 
God! 

Scientists will accept theories that 
contradict each other and will not think 
themselves illogical because they are al- 
ways attempting to find hypotheses 
which will co-ordinate all the knowledge 
that they have arrived at. The reason 
that the same men will sometimes at- 
tempt to deny the Bible on grounds 
which they could not use in science is 
that faith in the Bible demands a com- 
mitment of the life to the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Failure to make this commitment 
is the root cause of all unbelief. They 
really do not disbelieve the Bible be- 
cause of the things they cannot under- 
stand. They are like Mark Twain. The 
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great humorist was once asked if there 
were passages in the Bible which he did 
not understand and which caused him 
trouble. He replied, “It’s the passages 
that I do understand that cause me 
trouble.” 


CAPITAL PUNISHMENT 


After a great debate the British House 
of Commons voted 298 to 262 to abolish 
the death penalty for murder in Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland. We can- 
not help but abhor this action, as it 
constitutes a departure from the Word 
of God and can only lessen the general 
respect for law and order. 

Men who do not believe that the 
Bible is the supreme court from which 
there is no appeal may demur from our 
statement, but the Word of God stands. 
The liberal Christian Century says that 
behind the British decision lie years of 
agitation by a small group of humani- 
tarians. Webster defines humanitarian- 
ism in three ways. First, a theological 
definition: “The tenet denying the di- 
vinity of Jesus Christ.” Second, a double 
definition under ethics: a—“The doc- 
trine that man’s obligations are limited 
to, and dependent alone on, man and 
human relations.” b—“The doctrine that 
man’s nature is perfectible through his 
own efforts without divine grace.” 
Third, “Regard for the interests of man- 
kind, benevolence.” 





Watch For These Articles 
By The Editor 
In Coming Issues 


Arabs and Israel 
Segregation and Desegregation 
The Hittite Civilization 
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According to the theological and 
ethical definitions of this term, humani- 
tarians are accursed. It is not to be 
wondered that they fight against the 
stern judgments of the Word of God. 


God’s law for capital punishment does 
not stem from Moses or the Ten Com- 
mandments; it is to be found in God’s 
dealings with mankind immediately 
after the flood when Noah came forth 
from the ark. In the new prescriptions 
given to man concerning his use of meat 
there was added a prohibition against 
the eating of blood. God then said, “For 
your lifeblood I will surely require a 
reckoning: of every beast will I require 
it and of man; of every man’s brother I 
will require the life of man. Whoever 
sheds the blood of man, by man shall 
his blood be shed; for God made man in 
His own image.” (Gen. 9:5, 6) 

This law has never been abrogated, 
and nothing but woe can come from any 
attempt to do away with it. One of the 
forty-eight states in the United States 
has abandoned the death penalty— 
Michigan. A few years ago a man was 
arrested for murder in that state. He 
had driven with his victim from another 
state and had killed within the bound- 
aries of Michigan. He confessed that he 
had come to Michigan with deliberate 
intention of murder. He could have 
done his deed in his home state, but he 
came there because there was no death 
penalty. Such a confession is reason 
enough to retain the death penalty. But 
a far higher reason exists—God has com- 
manded it. 


DON’T PICK ON US 


We recently had a letter from one of 
our subscribers who belongs to one of 
the Pentecostal churches. She said, “I 
want to say that I am a member of the 
Assembly of God church, and I appreci- 
ate you not ‘picking on’ us. Some mag- 
azines delight in scathing us, but I do 
not read such in ETERNITY. Please, 
Dr. Barnhouse, do not ever do it, for 
we are God’s people even if you do not 
see eye to eye with us in everything. I 
enjoy your Scripture expositions so 
much.” 

We will never pick on anybody. We 
will deal with doctrines as we expound 
the Word of God, but we love all of 
the people of the Lord even when we 
do not see eye to eye on many things. 
“By this shall all men know that ye 
are my disciples, if ye have love one to 
another” (John 13:35). 

I have long since adopted the at- 
titude that I will fellowship, as far as 
he will let me, with any man whom I 
believe has been the object of God's 
love and mercy. If we are going to be 
together in Heaven, then we should do 
everything possible to be at one with 
each other while we are here on the 
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earth. Since I entered on this course, 
I have had fellowship with the Lord’s 
people in many directions. I have sat at 
table with men of the left who are 
despised by men of the right, and with 
men of the right who are despised by 
men of the left. I have learned that 
the top leaders in one group that has 
frequently been classified as an anti- 
Christian cult are deeply hungry for 
fellowship with other members of the 
body of Christ and that they are willing 
to make public denial of some of the 
errors that they have held or that they 
have been said to have held. I will not 
sit on a platform with rabbis and with 
unitarians, but I will not separate my- 
self from someone whom a modernist 
might call a fanatic or from someone 
whom a fanatic might call a modernist. 
I will leave such separation to God. 


ON WHAT AUTHORITY 


The following conversation took place 
between the Editor and a pastor of a 
strong church in a certain city. The 
pastor had attended a Bible study where 
the Editor had taught, appealing, as 
always, to the Word of God as being 
the supreme court from which there 
is no appeal. 

Pastor: “It has been very interesting 
listening to you. You and I preach the 
same truths, but we arrive at it by a 
totally different method.” 

Editor: “What truths? And by what 
different method?” 

Pastor: “Oh, the whole gospel. You 
teach it by constant reference to the 
Bible, while I preach it without so much 
reference to the Bible.” 

Editor: “What is your authority for 
preaching?” 

Pastor: “The ethical content of the 
gospel justifies its preaching.” 

Editor: “What is the standard of 
authority by which you judge ethical 
content?” 

Pastor: “Oh, I know your arguments. 
I was brought up in such and such a 
church and read such and such books, 
and I understand your position.” 

Editor: “But by what authority do 
you preach any gospel as truth?” 

At this point we were interrupted, 
and the pastor, in a moment, shook my 
hand and said that he had been greatly 
blessed by my teaching. 

My heart has yearned for him ever 
since that brief encounter. I have won- 
dered each week what he has been 
preaching. Does his congregation go 
away with the thundering “Thus saith 
the Lord,” or the anemic “Thus thinks 
the preacher, maybe?” 

Apart from the authority of the Word 
of God there is no basis for preaching, 
no basis for extending the offer of 
salvation to sinners, no promise to be- 
lievers that they can be fotgiven and 
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maintained in a relation of fellowship 
with the Lord. “If the trumpet give an 
indistinct sound, who shall prepare for 
the battle?” (I Cor. 14:8). 

Any man preaching or teaching re- 
ligious truth who does not have the 
utmost confidence in the Word of God 
as perfect, supreme, and final, is forced 
into a position where he must rely on 
his own judgment as to what is true 
and what is not true. If he believes no 
more than that the Bible contains the 
Word of God, his own judgment must 
immediately be the supreme court which 
picks and chooses among the texts to 
decide what is the word of God. 

Wherever such an attitude is found 
in the mind and life of a preacher, 
almost certainly is found a teacher of 
ethics instead of a proclaimer of the 
supreme message of salvation. Our re- 
demption depends on “Thus saith the 
Lord,” concerning ‘“‘who is Jesus Christ?” 
and “what did He accomplish?” 


WOMEN PREACHERS 


The press reports that the ordination 
of women in the Presbyterian Church 
in the U. S. A. has been approved by 
a majority of the denomination’s 257 
presbyteries, and it is stated that the 
action assures amendment of the church 
constitution to this effect by the forth- 
coming meeting of the General Assembly. 

The New Testament states categor- 
ically that a woman is not to teach or 
have authority over men (I Tim. 2:12). 
Moreover, God is not without His rea- 
sons. It is stated in the same paragraph 
that the reason for such a decision lies in 
the difference—the wonderful difference 
—between the nature of the man and the 
nature of the woman. 

Adam was not deceived by Satan. 
The woman was deceived. “Ye shall be 
as gods,” Satan told her in the garden 
of Eden, and she was thus reached on 


‘the tenderest side of her being. It would 


be an improvement for her husband. 
His position would be advanced. But 
when Adam returned and found the 
state of things he partook of the for-’ 
bidden fruit, not on the suggestion of 
Satan, or of Eve, but as an open rebel- 
lion against the authority of God. He 
did not want the tree there as a symbol 
of his dependence. His rebellion was a 
declaration of independence from God. 
His fall did not come from Satan in 
any manner whatsoever. It was a de novo 
rebellion, parallel to the original revolt 
of Lucifer. 

How wonderful that the woman 
should think, as she should, first of all 
of her husband. A true Christian woman 
has her first duty under God to her 
husband; her second duty is to her 
children. Only in third place does she 
have any duty to church work. And if 
it be argued that there are unmarried 
women who have no duties to husband 
or children this can not vacate God's 
injunction against women preachers. 

This does not mean that there are 
not hundreds of things the women can 
do in the work of the Lord. One of 
the best missionaries I know is a woman 
who has gone into an Indian tribe in 
Latin America, learned its language, 
helped reduce it to writing, helped 
bring a whole group of savages into the 
gospel of Christ, and finally, has trained 
men to take over the pastoral functions, 
and then moved on to another place 
in the tribe, to begin over again. 

But no matter how many illustrations 
we may produce to show how God has 
used women in many functions, there 
still remains, spelled out in all sim- 
plicity, the divine command that the 
woman shall not take the place of 
leadership and authority over the man. 
In this the Bible is the only infallible 
rule of faith and practice. 
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An enterprising shoestore owner in New York decided to try an ex- 
periment. He put two identical pairs of shoes in his show window 
side by side, and above them a sign reading: “There is absolutely no 
difference between these shoes. One pair is priced at $6.95 and the 
other at $12.95. We just want to see which price you prefer.” Three 
of every four women suspected trickery and insisted upon buying 
the shoes for $12.95. It really is not too important when all that is 
lost is six dollars. But God has allowed it to be that salvation by free 
grace is put before men who are so suspicious that they reject it in 
order to turn to a supposed salvation by works which will, in reality, 
land them in outer darkness. Such suspicion is really blind unbelief. 
It is faith that launches itself upon the Word of God . . . the only 
being in the universe who cannot be mistaken. 
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Theological 





BY ADDISON H. LEITCH 


Contlict 


William Temple, the Archbishop of Canterbury, said it, and perhaps he said it 
first, although it must be the underlying theme of. Scripture and of God’s view of 
history. “All our problems are theological ones.” 

In the last analysis what a man thinks about God determines what he thinks 
about everything else. How is it possible for us to think about the good unless we 
are ready to decide on the best? It is only when we know what is highest that we 
know what is not quite so high and what in turn is not quite so high as that. And 
without knowing what we shall call good, how shall we know what is evil? 


was describing a scene he had witnessed in North Africa. 

Two Britishers driving along a little-traveled desert road 
came upon two natives, beating a horse so cruelly that the 
life was going out of the beast; it was staggering blindly. 
Their beating of the poor animal was vicious, cruel, blind, 
possibly ecstatic. They had a communion of spirit as they 
worked their savagery. 

The Britishers stopped their jeep, leaped to the ground, 
tore the clubs away from the men, and then beat those 
men to the ground. The horse was rescued, at least for 
the moment, but the British could not explain to the 
natives why they had acted in what must have been a 
painfully puzzling experience for them. The Britishers 
rode off in their jeep, knowing, of course, that they had 
done the right thing, the natives wondering, meanwhile, 
why they had done anything at all. 


Our Basic Problem 


What is wrong with cruelty to animals? Why is it right 
for a man to beat another man because the other man 
has beaten a horse? No man ought to beat a horse like 
that. But where do we get our word “ought” in such a 
situation? Every right-thinking man (and notice our words, 
“right-thinking”) ought to step in to stop cruelty to animals. 
But, as our writer commented in his article, “It was part 
of them, part of their religion, and they don’t understand 
anything else. . . Cruelty to animals, and to each other, 
is so much a part of their lives that they don’t even begin 
to see what we are getting at.” 


|: the New Yorker magazine, a foreign correspondent 


Dr. Leitch delivered this address at his inauguration as president of 
Pittsburgh-Xenia Theological Seminary, October 27, 1955. 





There is our problem in its basic simplicity: ““They don’t 
even see what we are getting at.” Those natives were in- 
human. What then is humanity that we can describe 
them as inhuman? And what is that justice that cries out 
for action? Whose justice calling for what action according 
to what book of rules? 

This vastly confusing world in which we live is divided 
and divided again by the thinking and action of hosts of 
people who don’t even see what we are getting at. What 
makes us think, for example, that we can give democracy 
to all those benighted people who have never had it? 
You don’t give democracy; it is the fruitage of something 
else, of something more profound than itself. It is the 
fruitage of beliefs concerning man and the necessary 
relationships of man to God and to one another. I believe 
that the thesis can be maintained that democracy is the 
result of Christianity, of Protestant Christianity, and, if 
you will, the outgrowth of Presbyterian structures. 

In any case, there must lie at the basis of democratic 
government some deep personal sense of integrity and 
responsibility. This is of the essence of what Protestantism 
has always maintained about the “priesthood of all be- 
lievers,” where every man stands in the presence of God, 
and will stand in his nakedness on the day of judgment, 
and where he stands in a responsible relationship to his 
fellow men as their priest, responsible in some sense for 
their eternal destiny as a good priest toward the living 
God. 


A Concept Not Understood 


This concept is not always understood by those who are 
enthusiastic for democratic ways of life, but if that sense of 
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holy responsibility disappears, democracy disappears; con- 
versely, with such responsibility men can build a stable 
society. We can give our fruits to others, share our gifts, 
teach our amazing methods, but unless we can build into 
those nations whom we would help some sense of their 
own integrity and responsibility, nothing will abide. “Un- 
less the Lord build they labor in vain who build. . .” “The 
work of our hands, establish thou it. . .” “Seek first his 
kingdom and his righteousness and all these things shall 
be added unto you.” As the prophet Haggai said so long 
ago, in a society which is not God based “he that earneth 
wages, earnth wages to put it into a bag with holes.” 


Our efforts in other directions raise the same problems. 
When we sit down with atheistic Communists, can we 
remember that they are atheistic? If we cannot agree with 
them on the best, how can we agree with them on the 
good? Can we trust men who are not loyal to final truth? 
Can we seek peace with them? What kind of peace? Are 
we talking about the peace of heart, the peace of God that 
passeth all understanding, issuing out of the heart into 
all the issues of life? Whence come wars and fightings then? 
Come they not from the warfare within us? And who shall 
bring the peace there? Thus we can use the same words 
and sit at the same tables and enjoy the same banquets, 
but are not atheists operating from a ground work of a 
different set of principles? Are they not talking about a 
different kind of peace at a different price? Is it the peace 
of the cat who has now swallowed the mouse . . . and is the 
mouse at peace now too? 

Suppose we discuss justice with atheists. “They don’t 
begin to see what we are getting at.” Justice moves all the 
way up the scale to God’s justice, and unless it is fastened 
there it is a very wayward thing indeed. In the name of 
God, justice! In the name of Russia. justice! In the name 
of Mau Mau, justice! Justice now is not the same thing, 
it is not the same kind of thing. And justice for all men 
according as all men have certain inalienable rights—who 
has ever dreamed of such a thing apart from God? By all 
means, let us have justice. But whose justice and for how 
many? Let us sit together and talk about international law 
and order. Now, then, let us lay the first course of our 
foundation. 


The Only Real Answer 

As one dwells on such matters one gathers that Jesus’ 
great commission to us to make disciples of all men was 
not just something he thought about one day as a nice 
thing for certain people in the church to do if only they 
could find the time and the money to get around to it. 
We must make disciples of all men, only thus comes the 
kingdom of righteousness, and only out of righteousness 
shall come peace. 

If you get the idea that I am talking only about Russia, 
then I have thus far given the wrong impression. Russia 
has been a happy discovery for some of us, a nice whipping 
boy! Who will complain when a preacher damns Russia? 
But how would you choose between a godless Russia and 
a godless America? We are subtly bewitched if we expect 
our nation to rest on godless foundations, if we believe 
that our structure can stand, suspended somehow in mid- 
air by nothing but its own beauty and our own loyal 
enthusiasm. The crash when it comes will be the more 
fearsome and tragic. Trueblood has suggested that we are 
enjoying “a cut-flower civilization;” the bloom is still here 
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but mayhap already the root is gone. The only root, the 
only foundation for the way of life we so greatly prize is 
the foundation laid in Chirst. No other foundation can be 
laid, and if we are “getting away” with things for a while, 
we are only heading for a more certain and more abysmal 
denouement. 

Church attendance is at its highest in our history, even 
percentagewise; church building programs are booming; 
but what of the priesthood of all believers?) How many 
Christians have mastered their own Book? How many un- 
derstand and hold fast to their basic beliefs?> How many 
pray? How many are marked in business and social affairs 
by integrity and responsibility, not to mention sacrifice? 
Meanwhile the church is almost engulfed in paganism and 
secularism, creating a situation in which multitudes of peo- 
ple, even in our churches, listen to the Christian message 
and don’t begin to see what we are really getting at. 


Untenable Ways Continually Tried 

A community group of my experience, made up entirely 
of members of local churches, was interested in raising 
money for playground equipment and books for the library. 
These church members agreed on a raffle as a means for 
raising that money. Well, what’s wrong with gambling? 
They couldn’t sense the blasphemy of that awful gap be- 
tween their ends and means. Just where could one begin 
in telling them that they were woefully wrong? What could 
you get hold of in the common matrix of their basic beliefs? 


The Conflict in Focus 
If we hold that Christ is the revelation of God, we 
move in other areas of conflict. The World Almanac gives 
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Sin is like a flood; even after the waters have gone down there is 
devastation. Where the Broadhead creek flowed below the Poconos 
the August floods killed several people in the village of Canadensis. 
A month later the town was still a desolate place. A journalist wrote 
of it, “Anyone who thinks a flood is over when the water has 
receded should come here and see for himself.” Yes, the wages of 
sin is death, and the aftermath of sin is desolation. But for the 
believer in Christ there is another flood that comes, greater than 
the devastation of sin. The Greek words might well be translated, 
“Where sin flooded, grace did much more overflow” (Rom. 5.20). 


Jesus never asks of us a service that He has not already rendered 13 





WINDOW ON THE WORLD 





Edited by Donald Grey Barnhouse and Russell T. Hitt 


Islam Continues to Make Steady Conquest of Africa, Jesuits Report 
Communists in Czechoslovakia Increasing Atheistic Propaganda 


Pakistan Guarantees Religious Freedom to the Christian Minority 


ISLAM GAINING IN AFRICA 

Islam continues to make a steady 
“conquest” of the African continent, a 
Jesuit missionary publication declared 
in Rome. 

Missioni (Missions) reported that 
while Roman Catholics in Africa now 
number 15,000,000 as compared to 5,- 
000,000 in 1934, Moslems have increased 
during the same period from 48,000,000 
to 80,000,000. 

(The Missionary Research Library of 
New York published a study in Dec., 
1954, entitled “World Religious Com- 
munities” which reported that the Ro- 
man Catholic population of Africa that 
year was 10,166,451 compared with the 
Protestant population of 9,355,044 for 
the same period. According to a study 
made by the International Missionary 
Council in 1938 there were 2,163,301 
Protestants in Africa.) 

The African population is now 200,- 
000,000 as against 144,000,000 in 1934, 
the publication said. 

It attributed the growth of Islam in 
Africa largely to help from the Moslem 
Arab States, especially Egypt. 

Missioni credited el-Azhar, the 1,000- 
year-old Islamic theological seminary in 
Cairo, with having injected “a life-giv- 
ing breath” to a new Islamic program 
geared to modern needs. 

“Today the Moslems speak in their 
religious propaganda of the social ap- 
plications of Islamism,” the journal 
stated, “and of encouraging legitimate 
national aspirations, while Christianity 
speaks of restoring the dignity of 
women.” 

Women have traditionally been rele- 
gated to an inferior status in Islamic 
society. 

Missioni said that Aga Khan, Indian- 
born potentate who heads the Moslem 
Ismaili sect, has given considerable sums 
of money to foster Islamic institutions 
in Africa. 

In Uganda alone, it said, he has built 
30 mosques, 40 elementary schools, four 
medical schools and a large college. 


CZECHS PROMOTE ATHEISM 

All newspapers in Communist-domi- 
nated countries are official. Anything 
printed in any paper is of nesessity the 
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product of those who are voicing the 
opinion of the state. 

It is interesting to note therefore that 
the Communists in Czechoslovakia have 
been told that atheistic propaganda 
must be intensified. One publication re- 
ported that there is considerable propa- 
ganda in the country “and to combat its 
influence atheistic propaganda must be 
carried out systematically, consistently, 
and on the largest possible scale. The 
newspaper pointed out that any attempt 
to forbid religion by force has served 
only to cause its further dissemination 
and consolidation. 


The Czech news organ announced 
therefore the formation of the “Society 
for Dissemination of Political and Scien- 
tific Knowledge,” to send _ lecturers 
around the country and to promote 
atheism from a scientific point of view. 
It was reported that attempts would be 
made to enlist biologists, physicians, 
historians, teachers, and cultural and 
political workers to explain the “harm- 
ful character” of religion to the people. 
The report specified what the explan- 
ation should contain. 

“It must show that foundations of a 
religious world outlook are opposed to 
progress and science,” the newspaper 
said. “This means that it must include 
an explanation of the origin of the uni- 
verse, the world and man, the origins of 
religion, its reactionary role in society, 
and so on, and that it must disseminate 
the materialist world outlook, the ob- 
jective laws of development of human 
society, the principles of socialist mcrals, 
etc., and thereby expose the mendacious 
character of religion.” Another maga- 
zine, official organ of the Czechoslovak 
Youth Organization, listed atheistic 
propaganda concepts: (1) Capitalism 
perpetuated religion, even though cap- 
italists no longer believed in it, as a 
means of facilitating exploitation of the 
working class. (2) Religion is not eter- 
nal. It was a man-made concept, and it 
will be set aside by the people as an 
unnecessary remnant of the past. (3) 
Socialism is liquidating exploitation, 
and working people are no_ longer 
forced to seek God’s help against ex- 
ploiters. (4) People are happy and satis- 


fied with their present life and no long- 
er have to crave for the happiness in 
the hereafter that religion promises 
them. (5) Creation of new social and 
economic relations, the achievements of 
the sciences, and dissemination of the 
new morale will progressively prompt 
people to repudiate religion as a fan- 
tastic and useless world outlook. 

Practically the only force in Czecho- 
slovakia arrayed against Communism is 
the Evangelical Church headed by Pro- 
fessor Hromadka, whose life is at stake 
every day as he witnesses for Christ. He 
should be the object of many prayers, 
especially since people totally ignorant 
of Christian life under Red rule have so 
scandalously maligned him. 


PAKISTAN PROMISES RELIGIOUS LIBERTY 


Religious freedom is assured Chris- 
tians and members of other minority 
groups in the constitution of the new 
“Islamic Republic of Pakistan.” The 
nation, almost 86 per cent Moslem, is 
now an independent unit in the British 
Commonwealth. Under the Constitu- 
tion, the President must be a Moslem, 
in deference to the religion of the ma- 
jority, but the preamble to the constitu- 
tion requires that “adequate provision” 
be assured minorities “freely to profess 
and practice their religion,” and states 
that their “legitimate interests” must be 
safeguarded. The population of Pakis- 
tan is around 76,000,000. About 13 per 
cent of this total are the Hindus. Ap- 
proximately 1] per cent are Christians of 
whom 300,000 are Protestants and the 
rest Romanists. Article 18 of the Con- 
stitution states that “subject to law, 
public order, and plurality, every citizen 
has the right to profess, practice, and to 
propagate any religion.” 

The latter of course is very important 
as Christianity has no freedom if it is 
not allowed to propagate. In India at- 
tempts are being made to curtail the 
right of propagation. This same denial 
of propagation has been written into 
the Constitution of Spain where the Ro- 
man Catholics deny the right of biblical 
Christianity to propagate. The Moslems 
seem to have a greater thought of lib- 
erty than the Romanists. 
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_RED JIBE AT SATELLITES 


An announcement in East Berlin that 
the Soviet Union will soon launch an 
artificial earth satellite states, “we are 
convinced that this satellite, which in 
the belief of the church will travel in 
heavenly spheres, will finally remove 
the legendary figure of God from His 
throne.” The announcement further 
stated that progressive development of 
technology, and research into the funda- 
mentals of life and the universe will 
contribute to remove religious supersti- 
tions from the minds of the people. 


SPAIN’S EMPTY PROMISES 


The storm of protest throughout the 
Protestant world caused by the closing of 
the Evangelical Theological Seminary in 
Madrid, Spain, has had repercussions in 
that land. It has been announced from 
“a well-informed source” that the Span- 
ish government will shortly permit the 
reopening of the seminary and its affi- 
liated school in Madrid, which were 
closed in January. To save face the 
Spanish authorities stated that the clo- 
sure order would be rescinded as soon 
as the Protestants agreed to comply with 
minor technical stipulations. 

Publicity abroad to the affairs of 
Protestantism in Spain is very impor- 
tant. The fact that the World Council 
of Churches maintains an office in Spain 
with an observer whose sole function is 
to report abroad anything concerning 
Protestantism in Spain is of vital im- 
portance. 

It should be realized that the rumors 
of the re-opening of the seminary are 
only rumors. A World Council spokes- 
man in Geneva states that ‘thus far 
there has been no evidence that the 
government has revoked the order.” 
The spokesman added, however, that 
government sources have “assured cer- 
tain foreign diplomats in Madrid that 
the seminary may again be ‘tolerated 
under certain conditions’ not yet de- 
fined.” 

We should realize that the Roman 
Catholic system when it is in total con- 
trol does nothing more than “tolerate.” 
The word was well chosen. Wherever 
Rome is in full control there is no true 
freedom of religion. 


SOUTH AFRICAN SENATE PACKED 

The Government of South Africa, 
having packed the Senate by appointing 
only Nationalists to forty-one newly 
created seats, and having added five new 
members to the supreme court in order 
to give them a majority, finally passed 
a bill proclaiming the supremacy of a 
Parliament not answerable even to the 
courts, and striking the last 50,000 
mixed-blood voters from the common 
roll. The last constitutional safeguards 
enacted in South Africa’s founding 
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charter of 1909 to protect the rights of 
non-whites were thus repealed. We are 
not prophets, but we believe that the 
day will come when the native Africans 
will turn on this tiny minority of ruthless 
overlords. God’s justice, which may seem 
to man to be tardy, will surely come. 


NEO-PAGANISM IN VIENNA 


How close stark paganism lies under 
the veneer of Roman Catholicism in 
some countries is well illustrated by 
Time’s story of the carnivals in Bavaria 
in the weeks before Lent began. Nude 
girls dumping garbage on a neighbor's 
ground to insure good crops; all moral- 
ity suspended to the point that the 
courts would laugh at anyone who sued 
for divorce on the grounds of adultery 
committed during the pre-Lenten_per- 
iod; “an orgy of masked balls .. . 
plenty of sofas, mattresses, and love 
seats strategically located in dark cor- 
ners, and costumes scanty or suggestive 
or both.” All of this done with the 
winking of the church, under the teach- 
ing of an ancient churchman who said, 
“A wine barrel that is not tapped will 
surely burst.” Surely the Holy Spirit is 
not in such a church. 


1S PINILLA ON HIS WAY OUT? 


There seems to be evidence that the 
Liberals in Colombia (“liberals” are 
Roman Catholic  free-thinkers) are 
building up strong resistance to Pinilla, 
the dictator of that country who has 
such a record of supressing newspapers 
and killing Protestants. Time says, ““The 
betting is that, one way or another, he 
is on the way out.” It will be good rid- 
dance. 


OBSCURANTISM IN GREECE 


The stranglehold of the Greek Ortho- 
dox Church on the whole country of 
Greece is again shown by an order is- 
sued by the Ministry of Cults and Edu- 
cation, warning all school heads 
throughout Greece that use of any ver- 
sion of the New Testament other than 
that in the original classical Greek is 
strictly forbidden. 


It is to be understood that a modern 
Greek would get about as much out of 
the Greek New Testament in its origi- 
nal version as the modern American 
would get out of a Bible written in 
English of Chaucer’s day. A section of 
the 1948 Greek Constitution, which be- 
came effective January 1, 1952, specifi- 
cally forbids translation of the Scrip- 
tures into “any Greek dialect without 
the approval of both the Orthodox 
Church of Greece and the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate.” 

A nationwide campaign has been 
launched for the re-introduction of re- 
ligious instruction in the public pri- 
mary and secondary schools by priests. 


This demand for the revival of religious 
courses is being opposed by Protestant 
groups such as the Confederation of 
Evangelical Churches. 


HOW TO SPEND A MILLION DOLLARS * 

The Chicago Daily News asked six 
ministers in Chicago what they would 
do if suddenly they came into a million 
dollars. The answers are very interest- 
ing. The pastor of a United Church of 
Christ tells of a folder in his files mark- 
ed “donations,” which is right next to 
the one with the monthly bills. When 
the bills are paid, he sends checks to 
the causes that he has judged worthy. 
He speaks of helping underwrite cancer 
research, helping old folks who, because 
of inflation, are not able to live on their 
retirement income or pension, sponsor- 
ing religious programs on radio or tele- 
vision, providing chaplains for boys’ 
court and hospitals, and helping un- 
churched areas get churches and pastor- 
al services. A pastor of a Methodist 
church would spend his million provid- 
ing for radio and television programs, 
some of which would deal with such 
social problems as juvenile delinquency, 
crime, drinking, Communism, freedom, 
and personal health. He says, “Starting 
on a few stations with the income from 
the million, additional financial support 
could be secured to get national cover- 
age.” A Roman Catholic priest would 
give the entire million to a certain 
movement that trains sensible, down-to- 
earth young leaders. These are young 
laymen who are seeking to bring 
“Christ’s Kingdom into all factories, 
workshops, offices, and homes.” The pas- 
tor of an Episcopal church would use 
his million to help unfortunate chil- 
dren. The pastor of a United Evangeli- 
cal Lutheran church would build a toy 
factory where all employees would be 
over 65 years of age. Old folks need to 
be wanted, and he would meet the need 
by having a former baseball star sell 
baseball equipment to children, a re- 
tired musician at the musical instru- 
ment counter, and an engineer with 
mechanical toys. 

A pastor of a Presbyterian church be- 
gins realistically, “What would I do if 
I had a million dollars? God only 
knows! He alone knows what I ought to 
do with it. Therefore I would pray to 
Him for guidance. I believe that all I 
have should be used in the Christian 
warefare against the power of sin and 
spiritual death.” And since he has given 
his life to work for Christ in the Pres- 
byterian church he would use his mil- 
lion to inaugurate a Presbyterian 
Foundation in the hope of attracting 
the Christian stewardship of others; the 
major share to be used in blighted 
areas, another share for the develop- 
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o book can compare with the Bible for sheer frankness. And no 

book handles such delicate subjects so tersely and without squeam- 

ishness. Here, for example, is the story of how a young man met 
the seductions of an immoral woman, and with everything against 
him except God, chose slander and imprisonment rather than lose his 
honor and live with an unhappy conscience. 

“And it came to pass after these things, that his master’s wife cast 

her eyes upon Joseph; and she said, Lie with me. But he refused, and 
said unto his master’s wife, Behold, my master wotteth not what is 
with me in the house, and he hath committed all that he hath to my 
hand; there is none greater in this house than I; neither hath he kept 
back any thing from me but thee, because thou art his wife: how then 
can I do this great wickedness, and sin against God? And it came to 
pass, as she spake to Joseph day by day, that he hearkened not unto 
her, to lie by her, or to be with her. And it came to pass about this 
time, that Joseph went into the house to do his business; and there 
was none of the men of the house there within. And she caught him 
by his garment, saying, Lie with me: and he left his garment in her 
hand, and fled, and got him out.” (Gen. 39:7-12) 
Note, first, the circumstances of the temptation. At the age of seven- 
teen, Joseph had been cruelly sold by his brothers to some merchants. 
About ten years had passed, during which he had patiently suffered 
the life of a slave in Egypt, cut off completely from home and friends, 
among a strange people, learning new customs and speech, with no 
signs of redress nor prospect of freedom. He was, moreover, a bachelor, 
with little hope of ever having a home and family of his own. 

The temptation was remarkable for its timing. Joseph was enjoying 
a welcome period of comparative ease. God’s presence had prospered 
him with the result that his observant master, Potiphar, had put every- 
thing into Joseph’s capable hands, making him overseer of his house 
and keeping no check on Joseph’s activities. How easily Joseph could 
have lowered his standards, grown slack, and compromised with sin! 

The suddenness of the temptation is also emphasized. One day, with- 
out warning, Potiphar’s wife made a direct appeal to him with her 
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CHAPTER 19 part 1 


THE PHASES OF HIS COMING 


By DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE 


The Second Coming a Series of Events 

We have pointed out that the second coming of Christ is 
a series of events, even as the first coming of Christ was a 
series of events. Volumes could be written—and have been 
—on the unfolding of the ages, but we do not propose to 
do more than sketch a bare outline of the work prophesied 
in Scripture, which our Lord proposes to do as He comes 
forth in glory to set in motion the events which He has an- 
nounced. 

The transition from our age to that which is to come 
may be likened to a phenomenon which amateur movie 
makers know. When the reel of film is placed in the pro- 
jector, a lever, when depressed, will keep the film from 
turning, and only one small frame of the series can be seen. 
The light in the projector passes through this one picture, 
enabling the operator to focus the image sharply. This one 
frame is seen on the screen as though it were a stereoptican 
slide. Suddenly, when the lever is released, the film is en- 
gaged, and the motion starts, the figures in the still picture 
spring into action, and the film revolves toward its com- 
pletion. The whole reel of prophetic events is in God's pro- 
jector, and we can look forward to see the still, flat image of 
the first scene that will one day inevitably begin to unwind. 
The one difficulty—and it is undoubtedly an advantage 
rather than a difficulty—is that we do not know the hour at 
which the program is to begin. We have the scenario, how- 
ever, and, when God releases the lever, the various phases of 
the Lord’s coming will unfold exactly as it has been written. 


The Order Known 

Granted that we do not know the time of His coming, 
we do know the order of events. What would happen if this 
series began developing today? 

The first event in the fulfillment of these prophecies is 
the taking out of the true believers, who are variously called 
the elect, the body of Christ, the saints, or the Church. 

The Church, today, is divided into two groups: those who 
have completed their span of life on this earth, and those of 
us who are still living here. When Paul lived among the 
Christians of Thessalonica, he taught them that Jesus 
Christ was coming again, and that He would take the be- 
lievers to Heaven at His coming. As the days passed, this 
hope was the joy of all true believers. When the morning 
came, they thought that the new day might be the one that 
would see them joined to their Lord in glory. When the 
sun set, they thought that that night might be the one that 
would break into light with the splendor of His presence. 
Then death came into the circle of Christians, and some 
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of the saints departed into Heaven, while their bodies en- 
tered the long sleep of death. There was some consternation 
among those who remained. They looked upon the passing 
of their loved ones with feelings akin to those who would 
learn of the death of a bride on the morning of her wedding 
day. They felt that their loved ones had somehow been de- 
prived of sharing in the glory of the coming of the Lord and 
of their union with Him for which they had so devoutly 
waited. When Paul heard of their difficulty, he answered 
immediately. The Holy Spirit said through him, “I would 
not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them 
that are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which 
have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus died and rose 
again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God 
bring with Him” (I Thess. 4:13, 14). The direction of the 
verbs must be noted here. Christ, of course, is in the highest 
Heaven, seated at the right hand of God, far above all 
principalities and powers (Eph. 1:20, 21). The souls and 
spirits of all departed believers are consciously with Him 
there in Heaven (II Cor. 5:1-8; Phil. 1:21, 23). The bodies 
of these saints have returned to dust in accordance with 
the curse that was pronounced on the race at the time of 
the fall (Gen. 3:19). It is this separation of the conscious 
soul and spirit from the sleeping body that marks the present 
condition of the blessed dead, and it is the union of the 
separated elements that constitutes the resurrection which is 
to take place at the first phase of the coming of the Lord. 


The Dead Precede the Living 

The passage continues, “For this we say unto you by 
the Word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain 
unto the coming of the Lord shall not precede them which 
are asleep. For the Lord Himself shall descend (note the 
downward direction of the movement) from Heaven with a 
shout (bringing with Him the souls and spirits), with the 
voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God; and 
the dead in Christ shall rise first (note the upward direction 
of the movement): Then we which are alive and remain 
shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to 
meet the Lord in the air; and so shall we ever be with the 
Lord. Wherefore comfort one another with these words” 
(I Thess. 4:15-18). 

Other passages of Scripture describe the nature of the 
transformation that shall take place in each individual be- 
liever: The resurrection body of Jesus Christ is the model 
according to which all of the bodies of the saints shall be 
raised. “Our citizenship is in Heaven; from whence also we 
look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ: Who shall 
change our body of humiliation that it may be fashioned 
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like unto His body of glory, according to the working where- 
by He is able even to subdue all things unto Himself” 
(Phil. 3:20, 21). “And it doth not yet appear what we shall 
be: but we know that, when He shall appear, we shall be 
like Him for we shall see Him as He is” (I John 3:2). “I 
will behold Thy face in righteousness: I shall be satisfied, 
when I awake, with Thy likeness” (Ps. 17:15). 


And the same transformation that comes to those who are 
alive on earth at the moment of the Lord’s return is not 
delayed for those who have gone to glory through death. 
For we read, “In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at 
the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead 
shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. For 
this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal 
must put on immortality. So when this corruptible shall 
have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put 
on immortality, then shall be brought to pass that saying 
that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory” (I Cor. 
15:52-54). 

The great power of a magnet that will pick up tons of 
iron is a feeble illustration of that which will be exercised 
by the Lord in the spiritual field when He shall call all of 
His chosen ones from the dust of the earth, and transform 
the living believers into His own likeness in the twinkling 
of an eye. One of the things that fascinated me most in 
a visit through a great automobile manufacturing plant in 
Detroit many years ago was the action of the great electro- 
magnetic crane. Friends arranged for an official to take me 
through the factory from the place where the materials 
come pouring in at one end, down to the place where the 
finished cars are driven off the assembly line. Near the be- 
ginning of the process, whole train loads of scrap iron were 
shunted to the tracks over which the crane operated on 
elevated rails. With a flick of the switch, the operator in a 
cab on the crane brought the magnet over a car load of 
scrap and turned on the power. Instantly the entire con- 
tents of the car flew into the air to the magnet which then 
transported it to the maw of a furnace where the operator 
turned off the power and the material dropped into the 
melting pot. I remarked to my guide that one or two small 
pieces fell back to the ground when the rest of the car load 
was drawn to the magnet. He replied, “You can bet your 
last dollar that the pieces which fell back are not iron.” He 
then took me over to a car that was about to be emptied 
and we watched as two small pieces fell back to the earth. 
When we examined them we found that one was a broom- 
stick and the other a piece of copper tubing. 


Christ’s Victory Made Manifest 

Such a division will be made at the coming of the Lord. 
The long age of Satan’s seeming triumph comes to an in- 
stantaneous close. In the twinkling of an eye, the victory 
which Christ purchased for all His chosen ones is manifest 
before the universe, and the note of victory swells before 
Heaven. As there is hidden in the iron that which answers 
to the magnet, so there is in the believer that which an- 
swers to Christ. For “if the Spirit of Him that raised up 
Jesus from the dead dwell in you, He that raised up Christ 
from the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by His 
Spirit that dwelleth in you” (Rom. 8:11). There is no move- 
ment whatsoever in the graveyards of the lost or in the 
bodies of the unbelievers who exist on earth at that time. 
How well, then, can the triumph of the believers be under- 
stood: “O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy 
victory?” (I Cor. 15:55). The moment is somewhat akin 
to that stabbing instant when the light of God penetrated 
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the chaos of judgment which had lain like a shroud across 
the primordial world. y 

Some true Christian students of the Bible will probably 
disagree with the order of events given below that shall 
follow on this removal of all believers from the earth, 
whether from death or life. I am not going to quarrel with 
them too much. As I grow older in the faith, I know that 
the main strength of our warfare must be directed against 
the enemy, and not expended on fellow Christians. During. 
the last war, there was the story told of a group of American 
soldiers, sailors, and marines in a café who were arguing 
vehemently about the skill and valor of their respective air 
arms. The quarrel was just taking on serious proportions, 
when military personnel of an allied nation came into the 
café, and (as there had been some friction with them before) 
the differences between Americans were immediately for- 
gotten, and they at once united against the new faction. 
However, if there had come at that moment a paratroop 
invasion of soldiers of the actual enemy, even the allies of 
different nations would have immediately united against 
the common enemy. In somewhat the same light, various 
divisions within evangelical Christianity must be considered. 
There may be discussions and even arguments between those 
who are really close together, in fundamental truths, but 
these arguing parties would unite immediately against a 
third who holds a position where there is a more serious 
difference, and all of these in turn would instantly unite 
against the Satanic doctrines of stark unbelief. For example, 
Calvinistic Baptists and Presbyterians may argue about the 
question of water baptism, but they will unite with each 
other immediately to confront the Arminian theologians, 
and all these in turn will join together against the Unitarian 
who displays his Satanism by the denial of the person of 
Christ (I John 4:3). 

In’ the discussions concerning the prophetic order of 
events, I will never spend a moment in discussing whether 
the seals, trumps, and vials are overlapping or consecutive. 
I believe that they do not overlap, but I also believe that 
I am going to live in Heaven forever with many people who 
now think that they do, and I am certainly not going to 
draw the circle of my Christian fellowship to include only 
those who cross their prophetic “t’s” at the same angle at 
which I cross mine. 

Christ’s Kingdom Realized 

That there is some variation in opinion as to the order 
of events does not negate the fact that all who have been 
born again through faith in the blood of Jesus Christ are 
agreed that the Bible teaches, definitely, that the kingdoms 
of this world shall one day become the kingdom of our 
Lord and of His Christ, and that He shall reign forever 
(Rev. 11:15). It is not incomprehensible that Handel chose 
this verse as the theme of the Hallelujah Chorus in his 
Messiah. 

The Bible teaches that after the phase of the return of 
the Lord Jesus Christ that sees the entire church—the dead 
and the living—removed from this earth, there is to be a 
phase of His judgment connected with the false church, the 
apostate church. We have seen that the course of this age 
includes the general apostasy within the religious organiza- 
tions of Christendom. The tares will grow together with the 
wheat until the day when He sends His angels to do the 
winnowing (Matt. 13:36-43). Throughout the Bible, the 
two movements are characteried as two women. The holy 
bride represents the true church, and “that woman Jezebel, 
which calleth herself a prophetess”, and who teaches and 

(Continued on page 27) 
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By HAROLD W. FIFE 


MAY 13, 1956 
Preaching to the Gentiles 


Background Scripture: Acts 9:32-11:18 
Devotional Reading: Acts 10:34-43 
Memory Selection: Acts 10:34-35 
INTRODUCTION It takes a long time for 

the Word of God to 
break down prejudice even in the hearts 
of those who are most anxious to do God’s 
Will. Peter, though commissioned personal- 
ly by our Lord in the words, “ Sos 
and make disciples of all nations” (Matt. 
28:19), and filled with the Holy Ghost so 
that he preached, “The promise is unto 
you ... and to all that are afar off, even 
as many as the Lord our God shall call” 
(Acts 2:39), was still loathe to preach the 
Gospel to the Gentiles. It required a series 
of supernatural events to convince Peter 
and the reluctant church ae wider 
of 1 preaching, an ese are 
mooted P anya a Acts 10 which begins (as 
does most blessing) with a devout man 
praying. This Roman centurion becomes 
the test case for the early church and by 
his humility and willingness to obey God 
(Acts 10:5-8) and seek instruction of an 
obscure member of a subject race (Peter) 
is a living testimony to the fact that in 
Christ there is neither Greek nor Jew, cir- 
cumcision nor uncircumcision, Barbarian, 
Scythian, bond nor free: but Christ is all 
and in all (Col. 3:11). It is taking the 
church of Christ an inordinately long time 
to learn this lesson. 


EXPOSITION 
The Significance of these Events 

Prejudice is hard to break, and too often 
the church exalts custom into conviction. 
As Dr. Maclaren says, Peter’s naive reason 
for not obeying the command to rise and 
eat “is charmingly illogical and human. 
God tells him to do a new thing, and his 
reason for not doing it is that it is new” 
(Acts 10:14). They were still endeavoring 
to pour the new wine of the gospel into 
the old wineskin of Judaism, and the re- 
sultant cracks appalled them. So, although 
Phillip was in Caesarea (Acts 8:40), it was 
necessary for the Lord to have Cornelius 
send to Peter away in Joppa for instruc- 
tion. The centurian could have been saved 
without Peter, but the church would not 
have been convinced. It is to the church, 
therefore, that this message is primarily 
addressed, and it will be noticed that the 
centurion’s obedience to the vision was im- 
mediate, while Peter’s was reluctant (10: 
13-16), and the church authorities in Jeru- 
salem were in opposition (11:2). It is sadly 
true that Christians are often outrun by 
earnest seekers in their obedience to the 
will of God, and it is significant that two 
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visions—an open manifestation of the Holy 
Spirit (10:44-46) and a detailed account of 
events at a church meeting (11:1-14)—were 
necessary before the chu could be con- 
vinced that Christ meant what He said 
when He gave the Great Commission to 
make disciples of all nations. Any mission- 
ary speaker knows that this pattern exists 
today, or else at this time we should not 
be confronted by the great unreached areas 
of the world and a falling-off of missionary 
endeavor. Well might some pastors and 
deputation speakers long for a vision such 
as Peter had to convince hearers! 


The Prejudice of the Church 


Word speedily reached the church of 
Jerusalem that the Gentiles had also re- 
ceived the word of God (11:1). Instead of 
rejoicing they contended with Peter on the 
ground that he had broken the Jewish law 
by eating with the uncircumcised. It must 
be noted that it was not preaching to the 
Gentiles to which they objected, but eating 
with uncircumcised (vs. 3). The distinction 
is vital, for under the Jewish law —— 
could enter Judaism by way of circum- 
cision, and they were seeking to make entry 
into the church of Christ dependent on the 
same ordinance. By all means preach to the 
Gentiles and even welcome them into the 
church so long as they submit to circum- 
cision! This was crucial, as the subsequent 
battles of the Apostle Paul reveal, for if 
salvation is by faith in Christ alone, then 
we dare not add to it a human act; if, on 
the other hand, circumcision or some other 
formal act or sanction of the church is es- 
sential to salvation, then salvation cannot 
be by simple faith alone. Wherever a 
church insists on idols, ordinances, or 
forms, it is guilty of the same end of elevat- 
ing choices to convictions and means of 
grace into essentials of salvation. These 
subsequently harden into prejudices, caus- 
ing controversy and division, grieving the 
Holy Spirit, and marring the testimony of 
the church of Christ. 


The Healing Touch 


Peter neither argued with the protesters 
nor made it a personal issue. Wisely, he 
confined himself to a recital of the way in 
which God had so clearly been at work. 
Firstly, there was the vision to the reluct- 
ant Peter with his abhorence of unclean 
meats and arguing with the Lord (11:5-10). 
Secondly, there was the immediate arrival 
of the three men from Caesarea and the 
confirmation of the Holy Spirit that he 
should return with them (11:11-12). At 
Caesarea Peter is told of the centurion’s 
vision and the wonderful news given by 
the angel (vss. 13, 16) that the Roman 
soldier and his house would hear words of 
Peter by which they would be saved (vss. 
13, 14). Prejudice dies hard, however, and 
it is only as he is preaching and the Holy 
Spirit falls as it did on the Day of Pente- 
cost, that Peter is finally convinced. Mem- 





ory at once begins to work and, led by the 
Holy Spirit, calls to mind the promise of 
the Lord (vs. 16). Peter’s account closes 
with an illuminative comment, “What was 
I, that I could withstand God?” (vs. 17) 
His clinging to prejudice had become a 
withstanding of the Lord, and we have not 
to look far to see how much Christian 
work has drifted into a rut and been com- 
pletely bogged down by sincere people who 
by so doing are withstanding God. The 
outstanding lesson today is the universal 
application of the gospel, but a hardly less 
important truth is that sometimes the 
greatest hindrance to the spread of the 
gospel is found in sincere and convinced 
Christians! Only a close walk with God and 
a willingness to be led of the Spirit will 
save us from this—and especially so as we 
grow older. 


SUMMARY Note the eagerness of this 
centurion. An army bar- 
racks may seem an uncongenial environ- 


ment for the gn of spiritual life; 
to be an officer of an occupying power 
might well be a hindrance; but, as many a 
G.I. has found, an eager seeker will find 
Christ anywhere in the world. “Blessed are 
they who hunger and thirst after righteous- 
ness for they shall be filled,” said our Lord. 
A hunger such as is evidenced in this man 
(10:30 ff.) was certain to be satisfied. Do 
we evince such a hunger? 


MAY 20, 1956 
The Church in Antioch 


Background Scripture: Acts 11:19-12:24 
Devotional Reading: Galatians 6:1-10 


Memory Selection: Acts 20:35 


INTRODUCTION The preaching of the 
gospel to Cornelius and 
acceptance of its implications by the church 
at Jerusalem was, as shown in our last les- 
son, reluctant; squeezed out, so to speak, 
by the pressure of supernatural events. 
This lack of spontaneity made it clear that 
the great movement to evangelize the Gen- 
tiles would never have sprung from that 
source, and subsequent Scriptures (eg. Gal. 
2) show that there was continuous opposi- 
tion from some of the Christian Jews. But 
God had other ways of fulfilling His pur- 
pose and instruments ready for His use. 
Our passage today details the way in which 
God broke the dam that was hindering the 
outflow of the gospel. 


EXPOSITION 
The People God Used 


“Men of Cyprus and Cyrene” who were 
scattered abroad after the martyrdom of 
Stephen (vss. 19, 20) were the anonymous 
preachers who first took the gospel to 
Antioch.. Not for the last time God was 
sending some from North Africa (Cyrene) 
and others from the little island of Cyprus 
to par the Word to the Gentiles. They 
had no commission from the church, and 
their names go unrecorded, but the fire of 
love to Christ burned in their hearts, and 
they preached the Lord Jesus with remark- 
able results (vss. 20, 21). Revival comes 
when the rank and file of Christians so 

Christ that they preach Him by 
life and lip wherever they go. This was 
true with the early church and was con- 
firmed again in the Reformation, during 
the Wesley revival, and in all great move- 
ments of the Church. They may have been 
initiated by God-sent leaders, but the fire 
was spread by individual Christians. We 
speak today of the indigenous Church in 
foreign lands and rightly urge that these 
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young churches should be self-propagating 
with every member an evangelist; but let 
us ‘not place a burden’on them that we 
are unwilling to bear ourselves. We shall 
see similar results when we adopt the same 
methods—every member an evangelist! 


The New Life Confirmed 


The Church at Jerusalem, hearing of 
these things, sent Barnabas to assess the 
spiritual value of the work at Antioch (vs. 
22), and that which he noticed is signifi- 
cant. They had heard of the Lord Jesus 
(no watered down presentation this!) and, 
believing on Him, had turned to the Lord 
(vss. 20-22). Consequently, Barnabas saw in 
them the grace of God and was glad. 
Where there is true conversion there will 
be evidence of it that will gladden the 
hearts of God’s people. Barnabas exhorted 
them to cleave unto the Lord and was able 
to do so effectively because “he was a good 
man and full of the Holy Ghost and of 
faith” (vs. 24). The first and prime requi- 
site of a teacher as preacher is spiritual 
power, and nothing will take its place. 
“The greatest need of my ple,” writes 
the saintly Scottish minister McCheyne, “is 
my personal holiness.” Such holiness Barna- 
bas had, and, therefore, as he preached to 
the saints much people was added unto the 
Lord (vs. 24). Where holy spiritual power 
is prevalent we shall cease to distinguish 
between the purely devotional and the 
actively evangelistic meeting: in the over- 
flow of blessing our carefully cut channels 
will be swept away! May God give us Chris- 
tians like those described in verse 20 and 
leaders like Barnabas! It will change our 
publicity methods and cut across our care- 
ful organization, but we shall no longer 
have to sigh for real conversions! 


The New Life Consolidated 


Barnabas is wise and humble enough to 
feel the need of help and journeys to Tar- 
sus to bring Saul back with him. This 
young church needs fellowship and teach- 
ing, and with the help of Barnabas and 
Saul the work is so consolidated and the 
members bear such a resemblance to Christ 
that a new name is coined that is ulti- 
mately to girdle the earth, “they were call- 
ed Christians first in Antioch” (vs. 26). The 
emphasis of this ministry which so quickly 
edified the young church was twofold. 
Firstly, it was devotional, for they were ex- 
horted to cleave to the Lord with purpose 
of heart. Saved from the world around 
them and with no background of truth, 
they needed resolute wills to cleave to the 
Lord and find in their personal and con- 
tinuous relationship with Him that vital 
spiritual life that could alone sustain 
them. Secondly, they were given a teaching 
ministry that illuminated their minds and 
gave them the solid foundation of doctrine 
for their faith. Those two elements, devo- 
tional and teaching, must be equally pre- 
eminent today if we are to have virile 
Christians. Cleaving steadfastly unto the 
Lord gives us life; the teaching ministry 
gives bone structure to that life, and the 
two together constitute a healthy church 
comprised of vital Christians. 


The New Life Expressed 


The church at Antioch was not built up- 
on a social gospel; neither was it founded 
on a philanthropic basis. Yet, when they 
heard of the dearth that was coming upon 
their world and the need of their brethren 
in Judea, they immediately took an offer- 
ing and sent relief by Barnabas and Saul 
(vss. 27-30). There were no impassioned 
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pleas; nor will there ever need to be in a- 
devoted and taught church. Christians liv- 
ing near the Lord will know the constrain- 
ing love of Christ, and it will suffice for 
them to hear of a need to be impelled to 
meet it. Repeatedly in the Acts we read of 
the spontaneous way in which these early 
Christians quite spontaneously saw and met 
the social implications of the gospel: this 
will always be the case where there is a 


vital experience of Christ. 
In great and small ways 


SUMMARY 

we have the sovereign 
hand of God throughout this Scripture. 
Jerusalem, hub of the infant church, was 
doomed to destruction, and the leaders of 
that church were somewhat loath to fur- 
ther the outreach of the gospel to the 
whole world. God was preparing a new 
center at Antioch and a new apostle to the 
Gentiles in the person of Paul. There are 
no accidents in God’s over-ruling: Thus it 
was that the Reformation and the Bible 
were given to England before her rise to 
world leadership; thus also God put into 
the little Mayflower more than a coura- 
geous company of men and women. With 
them was the gospel truth so that as Amer- 
ica grew to world leadership, she grew 
with that seed of truth in her. God is 
working out His purposes! In the opening 
verses (1-24) of chapter 12 we see God 
working through the ap sey (frail and 
filled with doubt though they were!) of its 
church to the deliverance of Peter from 
prison. Let us take well to heart this lesson 
that, whether it be the planting and nur- 
turing of His Church amongst the rise and 
fall of mighty nations and empires, or. the 
answering of the prayers of a humble com- 
pany of believers, God is still and always 
Sovereign. That great truth should hush 
all fear! 


MAY 27, 1956 


The Church in Asia Minor 
Background Scripture: Acts 12:25-15:35 
Devotional Reading: Isaiah 49:7-12 
Memory Selection: II Corinthians 5:20 


In this passage we find 
the church taking a great 
step forward, and it is significant that this 
movement of expansion begins in prayer 
(Acts 13:2) as do each of the other surges 
of growth. In the early church when they 
felt the urge to move forward, appoint 
church officers, deliver their friends from 
prison, or enrich their fellowship, they 
called a meeting for prayer; nowadays we 
form a committee! When shall we learn 
the lesson that the weapons of our warfare 
are not carnal but spiritual (II Cor. 10:3- 
4) and that work not begun and continued 
in prayer will not enjoy God’s blessing? Or- 
ganization in the church of Christ is essen- 
tial, but it will prove barren unless con- 
ceived and maintained in a spirit of prayer. 


INTRODUCTION 


EXPOSITION 


From the words in chapter 13:2 “. . . 
separate me Barnabas and Saul for the 
work whereunto I have called them,” we 
may assume that they had already received 
this call from God and were oo to- 
gether in worship, prayer, and fasting to 
receive the commission of the church. 
Every servant of the Word should know 
the divine call and the church’s commis- 
sioning and thus be able to say, “It seem- 
ed good to the Holy Ghost and to us.” To- 
day this commissioning of the church is 
usually carried out by denominational bod- 
ies or mission boards, and we should be 
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suspect of those who, while urging u us 
the validity of their call from God, Sectine 
to submit themselves to the commissioning 
of Christ’s church. That sort of independ- 
ence is unscriptural. Barnabas and Saul 
with this dual authority then went down 
to Seleucia (the jog for Antioch) and set 
sail for Cyprus—the very first of the great 
host that was to take the gospel across the 
sea to the uttermost parts. 


Conflict 


The thoughts in the minds of Barnabas 
and Saul as they sail are hidden from us, 
but soon they were to find, as have mis- 
sionaries in all ages, that preaching the 
gospel means conflict. After ministering to 
ewish synagogues (vs. 5), they were sent 

r by the deputy os who desired 
to hear the word of God (vs. 7). A Jewish 
sorcerer opposed them bitterly. There is no 
greater sin than having light (as did every 
Jew) and yet, deliberately and for one’s 
own ends, seeking to hinder other people’s 
finding it. Consequently, the words of con- 
demnation spoken by Saul, energized by 
the Spirit (vs. 9), were scathing and severe 
(vss. 10-11), and the punishment meted out 
similar to that experienced by Saul the 
——— leading to his conversion. Per- 

ps Elymas likewise found the light by 
way of blindness? Whether that is so or 
not we cannot know, but we are told that 


Sergius Paulus became the first recorded 
convert under Saul’s ministry, and thus 
that great witness to the Gentiles was 
lanched upon his soul-winning course. 


Change 

Two significant changes should be no- 
ticed here. There is Saul’s alteration of 
name to Paul (vs. 9). It was the name of 
his first convert (Sergius Paulus); it mark- 
ed his severance with his Jewish privileges 
and past (Paul is a Roman name, and Saul 
is Hebrew); it signified a new attitude to 
himself for, while “Saul” means “desired,” 
“Paul” means “little.” The best comment- 
ary on this alteration of name will be 
found in Paul’s own testimony in Galatians 
2:20, Philippians $:5-14, and other Scrip- 
tures. Paul's willingness to be “little” made 
it possible for him to be used of God in a 
“great” way. It is not, therefore, surprising 
to find a second significant change in this 
. In the first verse of chapter 13, we 
find a list of the teachers at Antioch and 
added at the end “and Saul.” In verses 2 
and 7 Barnabas takes precedence, but by 
verse 13 Paul is the established and ac- 
knowledged leader. An illustration of the 

spiritual truth that the way up is down! 


Challenge and Continuity 
Christian witness is never easy. John 


Mark defects from the party and returns to 
Jerusalem (resignations are not unknown 
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today!), and, although many Gentiles be- 
lieve upon hearing the. preaching of the 
Word (vss. 42, 43), in the mighty congrega- 
tion that gathered the next Sabbath day 
there were those motivated by envy who 
spoke against them contradicting and 
blaspheming (vs. 45). Later even devout 
and honorable women and responsible citi- 
zens raised persecution against the apostles 
(vs. 50). Throughout it all they were con- 
sistent and persistent in preaching the gos- 
pel, and thus, even in adversity, they were 
filled with joy (vs. 52). We must expect 
challenge from without, criticism some- 
times from good orem and occasionally 
defection from within, but if through it all 
we persist in fulfilling God’s call and com- 
mission we shall see victory and know the 
joy of the Lord and the blessing of the 
Holy Ghost. 
Confirming 

Paul and his company had one basic 
principle for missionary work. Throughout 
the greatly varying experiences recorded 
in these chapters we find they followed the 
same pattern. The gospel was preached; 
the converts gathered, taught, and formed 
into a church; elders were appointed (it is 
thought by many scholars that the titles 
“elders” and “deacons” were interchange- 
able, while others hold they were different 
offices); and, leaving the church to govern 
and edify itself, they passed on to preach 
to others (14:21-24). It required great 
courage to proclaim the gospel in an an- 
tagonistic world and great faith to leave 
these young churches, but the results 
certainly justified their courage and faith. 
A return to these principles is the main 
emphasis in foreign missions today and a 
most healthy one, but it must not mean 
neglect of the infant church. It is no 
more ethical to bring spiritual babes into 
the world and neglect them than it is to 
treat human infants in similar fashion. So 
before reporting to the church at Antioch 
(14:27), the Apostles made a further mis- 
sionary journey, this time with a view to 
establishing and encouraging the young 
churches (14:21-24). Thus it was they were 
able to report a fulfilment of their com- 
mission (vs.26) and God's wonderful open- 
ing of the door of faith (vs.27). 


SUMMARY Today these principles 
are being applied in most 
mission fields. But are they accepted at 
home, or do we have incessant gospel 
preaching to the same converted people 
who in the main are failing to take respon- 
sibility for the ministries of the church 
and the evangelism of those outside? If 
these New Testament principles are valid 
in foreign fields they are equally so at 
home, and it is time we Christians faced 
our responsibilities for “to him to whom 
much is given, much shall be required.” 
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The Church in Europe 
Background Scripture: Acts 15:36-18:22 
Devotional Reading: Acts 17:22-31 
Memory Selection: I Corinthians 1:23-24 


INTRODUCTION Our lesson o on a 

sad note wi the two 
great friends and fellow preachers, Paul 
and Barnabas, contending over whether or 
not they should take John Mark with them 
on a new missionary journey. It grieves us 
to see the parting of these two who had 
endured so much together for the gospel’s 
sake. Yet it is true to life, and we do well to 
remember that God’s work goes on despite 
the human failures of its earthly leaders. 
Need we say whether Paul or Barnabas was 
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right? Should we not rather see that each 
reacted according to their different person- 
alities and that perhaps Mark sonled the 
strength of Paul to challenge him and the 
love of Barnabas to comfort him and that, 
together, these contrasting ministers re- 
stored him? So we grow in grace by being 
exposed to varying influences and person- 
alities. At least we know that over- 
ruled, for Europe was opened to the gospel 
by Paul and Silas, while, Mark wrote the 
first of the Synoptic Gospels and was sub- 
sequently restored to Paul’s favor. (See 
Col. 4:10 and Philemon vs. 24 for this fact 
and also for the relationship between 
Barnabas and Mark.) The opening of the 
lession may be sad, but it soon blossoms 
into the call of Timothy, insight into 
guidance, and the expansion of the church 
into Europe. 


EXPOSITION 
Insight into Guidance 

Divine guidance is a problem to many 
Christians, and this passage is very instruc- 
tive on this point. Paul and his friends 
were guided in four ways: (1) There was 
the guidance of duty as they felt the urge 
to go back to the new church groups and see 
how they fared (15:36). Wherever there is 
a need, it constitutes a call at least to try 
to meet it as is evidenced very practically 
in James 2:14-18 and, indeed, in the whole 
challenge to carry the gospel to those who 
are without. This guidance we may call the 
compulsion of the love of Christ—His love 
constraining us. We should not, as Chris- 
tians, be able to ignore the poignant call 
of the backward and unreached areas of 
the world. (2) There was the guidance of 
circumstances beyond their control. They 
planned to into Asia but were “for- 
bidden of the Holy Ghost” and compelled 
to change their plans (16:6). A comparison 
with Gal. 4:13 will show us that it was 
the illness of Paul that hindered their plans, 
and this they accepted as being forbidden 
of the Holy Ghost. When God. shuts doors 
to us, it is both wise and spiritual to 
accept this as guidance. (3) The guidance 
of the inner witness. “They assayed to go 
into Bithynia: but the Spirit of Jesus suf- 
fered them not” (16:1 RSV, 16:7 RSV). 
This guidance either leaves one “free in 
spirit” to ca out plans, or is a check, 
and the Christian must be willing to obey 
and let the peace of God rule (arbitrate) 
in the hearts (Col. 3:15). (4) There was 
the guidance of the vision of the man of 
Macedonia saying, “Come over into Mace- 
donia and help us” (vs. 9). Such an ex- 
cae is rare in Scripture and will not 
Tequently happen. But sometimes God 
makes His will known to us in such un- 
mistakeable ways, and the wise Christian 
will immediately obey (vs. 10). 


Insight into the Way God Works 


The gospel group headed “with a straight 
course” to Philippia, the principal city of 
Macedonia, for Paul’s strategy was to go 
straight to the largest centers of population 
and leave the church there to evangelize 
the area around. Paul’s original purpose was 
a re-visit to established churches. By four 
different means of guidance involving a 
whole series of strange events (which 
would have been intensely pope Fy 
not accepted as the sovereign will of ) 
and culminating in a vision, Paul comes 
to Philippi to find a women’s riverside 

rayer meeting. That was God’s open door 
into Europe and, through Europe, to Amer- 
ica and the whole world! Here we see the 
ae that grew to be the t river of 

e church, and it should forever forbid 
our having a purely pragmatic view of 
Christian work. A women’s prayer meeting 
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by the riverside in Philippi, and Europe is 
opened to the gospel; a pape meeting in 
Aldersgate St., London, England, in which 
Wesley is converted, and who can measure 
the impact? A service of five people in a 
blizzard with an illiterate preacher and 
pany og is converted; a Sunday School 
class in New York with a handful of almost 
uncontrollable boys and Moody is launched 
upon his soul-winning career. So we could 
continue. Little is much if God is in it, 
and God was surely in that group at 
Philippi. 


Insight into Church Strategy 


The guidance of.God was not regarded 
as supplanting careful planning, neither 
was it expected to deliver them from the 
storms of persecution. These were men 
who hazarded their lives for the Name of 
the Lord Jesus Christ (15:26), and a quick 
glance at Acts 14.19, 16:22-24, 16:37, 17:5-6, 
and other passages will reveal the costliness 
and bravery of their service. Too often we 
expect that obedience to God will bring 
deliverance from objectionable experiences: 
Christ offers assurance in these things, not 
insurance against them. Through it all 
Paul and his colleagues pressed on to 
Thessalonica, Athens, and Corinth, and in 
each place a church was born. Athens was 
renowned for its supercilious intellectualism 
(17:21) and Corinth for its utter licen- 
tiousness. Yet both needed Christ for “the 
world by its wisdom knew not God,” and, 
though satiated with sin and so-called 


leasures, it was restless and dissatisfied. 

an cannot live by bread alone, and today 
we have the same needs, for education will 
not satisfy the human mind any more than 
leasures can meet the need of human, 
earts. We are living in a day of expand- 
ing knowledge, but, without Christ, this 
merely means we are “ever learning and 
never able to come to a knowledge of 
the truth’”—a situation that produces nu- 
clear giants and spiritual pygmies. Mankind’s 
two great needs in every age are a revel- 
ation from God and a means by which 
we may be cleansed from sin and find our 
enjoyment in God Himself. These needs 
are only satisfied in Christ, and so Paul 
could go to these great cities with the as- 
surance that he had in the gospel the 
answer to the heart’s needs. In this, 
neither the world’s longings nor our mes- 
sage has changed one iota. 


SUMMARY The Christian church can- 

not afford to vacate the 
great cities of the world and leave them 
to their sin and heart hunger. These places 
where there is a concentration of need and 
a hard core of indifference constitute a 
tremendous challenge which cannot be met 
by withdrawing into more congenial sub- 
urban and rural surroundings and “putting 
our telescopes to our blind eyes.” The 
great campaigns and efforts of today in 
our cities should be encouraged and prayed 
for, and the building-up of our city 
churches must be the concern of every 
Christian. 
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NEW BOOKS 





GOD OR HIS FOOTPRINTS? 


Behold the Glory. By Chad Walsh. 
Harper. 156 pp. $2.00. 


Reviewed by Mary A. Bennett 


We have here a series of charming 
essays dealing with two worlds, both 
real to the author: one the common- 
place, everyday world about us and the 
other the one that may be seen when, 
as Mr. Walsh puts it, a door opens on 
God’s world through the laughter of a 
child or perhaps a faculty meeting. God, 
he feels, is not confined to creeds or 
necessarily called by any one name 
though it is better to know Him as 
your guest “before He comes anyway” 
(p. 37). 

Mr. Walsh, who teaches English at 
Beloit College in Wisconsin, explores 
the presence of God in the city, in poli- 
tics, in the church, in work, in science 
and poetry, and, in a word, everywhere. 
But he adds a word of caution: “In a 
word, we are hoping to find, if not 
God, at least His footprints” (p. 59). 
But who is this God that is seen here 


through all these opening doors? He is 
a rational and a loving God. We read 
much of the vestiges of His image in 
man. We read of “The church outside 
the church” and that “those who do 
Christ’s work in His spirit, if not ex- 
plicitly in His name, are on His side 
whether they know it or not...” (p. 
85). We read that “He stands lovingly 
and laughingly by the desk of the athe- 
ist who is writing a book to prove that 
God does not exist” (p. 37). And there 
comes to mind the thought that God’s 
laughter is never mentioned in Scrip- 
ture except when He is exercising His 
judgment. There is nothing here of His 
holiness or of His justice. Chapter XI 
concludes: “If I believed that God could 
work only through the visible church, 
He would be a hobbled and diminished 
God. But He can raise up apostles from 
the very stones; He can and does recruit 


His soldiers and workers from the ranks 
of many who refuse to speak the Name 
that they honor by serving. . .” 


The whole trend of the book is in 
this direction—not just isolated samp- 
lings. It is particularly evident in Chap- 
ter XVI, “The Scattered Fellowship.” 
This is the fellowship of those who 
“meet in God.” They are not all mem- 
bers nor even intend to be members of 
the Christian church. 


It is not until we reach the twentieth 
of the twenty-one chapters in this book 
that the Bible is brought in as the 
source of knowledge concerning God 
and His plans. There Mr. Walsh sum- 
marizes man’s history as revealed by 
Scripture from Adam to the second 
coming of Christ. Had the last chapters 
been the basis for all that went before, 
the book had been better worth reading. 
It is well-written and interesting but 
will not help us to a better understand- 
ing of God and of His glory. By scat- 
tering its shot and saving the scriptural 
view (which contradicts much of what 
went before) until the end, it misses its 
own avowed purpose to show “how best 
to recognize the God who is always with 
us, how to love Him more and serve 
Him better . . .” We need such a book, 
but this is not it. 





The practical thesis of this book by a 
noted Anglican scholar is to call mod- 
ern man back to the meaningful sym- 
bolism of the biblical sacraments. Mod- 
ern industrialized society has had a 
devastating effect on religious symbol- 
ism, yet man desperately needs the sym- 
bolism of the sacraments. The academic 
thesis of the book is that the funda- 
mental character of human nature justi- 
fies symbolism, and this symbolic root of 
human nature finds its highest realiza- 
tion in the Christian sacraments. The 
academic thesis is constructed on the 
groundwork of wide reading in psy- 
chology, comparative religions, anthro- 
pology, and biblical literature. Such a 
work will not appeal to laymen but con- 
tains a treasure of stimulating and in- 
formative materials for the scholar. 

It has been this reviewer’s personal 
conviction that the major divide in 
Christendom is the sacramental divide, 
and a reading of this work bears this 





Dr. Bennett, formerly managing editor of 
ETERNITY, is head of the English department 
at Philadelphia Bible Institute, 
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THE NEED FOR THE SACRAMENTS 


Christianity and Symbolism. F. W. Dil- 
listone. Westminster. 309 pp. $4.50. 


Reviewed by Bernard Ramm 


out. We view the Christian faith sacra- 
mentally (e.g., Catholics, Greek Ortho- 
dox, Anglicans) or evangelically (e.g., 
Presbyterians, Baptists, Congregational- 
ists, Methodists). The constant polemic 
of Dillistone is against the Reformed 
(evangelical) tradition. Although we 
were not persuaded that Dillistone 
makes his case for sacramentalism, he 
does make some of our evangelicalism 
appear drab and superficial with refer- 
ence to symbolism and the ordinances. 
The most serious technical fault with 
the book is that as a treatise on symbol- 
ism it is almost mute on the even more 
fundamental problems of semantics and 
linguistics. If modern industrialized man 
is losing his sense of symbolism, modern 


educated man is losing his sense of a 
transcendental reality due to a linguis- 
tic nominalism, and if we do not win 
the latter battle we need not even pre- 
pare for the former. However, Dillis- 
tone’s discussion of the Hebrew under- 
standing of words is an important and 
fortunate corrective to contemporary 
linguistic nominalism. 

Dillistone is very unhappy with Cal- 
vin because Calvin approached the 
problem of the sacraments as a lawyer 
and too exclusively interpreted them as 
seals. Thus the Reformed tradition lost 





Dr. Ramm is director of graduate studies in re- 
ligion at Baylor University, Waco, Texas. 
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all the deeper and richer symbolism of 
the sacraments preserved in other com- 
munions. Dillistone also challenges the 
sprinklers among the Reformed theolo- 
gians to face the implications of baptism 
through water. (p. 219) 

To us his doctrine of sacrifice (p. 258) 
is basically defective as the genuine pro- 


pitiatory element (with the wrath of 
God as its necessary correlate) is missing. 
With this missing how can a doctrine of 
the atonement be properly constructed? 
In general, this is a very worthwhile 
book, written in splendid English, and 
always reasoned in gracious and irenic 
tones. 





BIOGRAPHY OF A SOUL SOUGHT BY GOD 


Surprised By Joy. By C. S. Lewis. 
Harcourt, Brace. 238 pp. $3.50. 


Reviewed by Charles A. Hutiar 


As early as 1933 C. S. Lewis began to 
develop the theme of Joy. In The Pil- 
grim’s Regress, published in that year, 
he recounts allegorically the spiritual 
adventures of a modern young man 
(who in some respects resembles Lewis 
himself) pursuing an elusive but tanta- 
lizingly recurrent experience remember- 
ed from childhood, and reaching his 
goal, finally, through Christianity. “His 
experience is one of intense longing” 
(rev. ed., 1944, p. 7) and, at the same 
time, of intense delight. The object of 
the longing is unrealized, and unrealiz- 
able in this present world. The pursuer 
may easily be led astray to accept false 
objects as “ends”: lust, epicureanism, 
fairyland, the occult, the esthetic. But 
the experience of longing is itself a 
sort of fulfillment, far better than the 
false fulfillments which speciously pre- 
sent themselves. This ‘experience is the 
only point at which the supernatural 
presents itself to human consciousness: 
it is the only possible kind of pre- 
Christian religious experience, and it 
leads (for the honest follower) to 
Christianity (11). 

This theme of Joy is of central im- 
portance in Lewis’ writings. In Mere 
Christianity, it is an argument (in the 
Aquinian tradition of natural theology) 
for the existence of God and the truth 
of Christianity. In the Edenic paradise 
of Perelandra, it helps to explain the 
unearthly quality of the joys tasted. In 
Surprised by Joy, with its wholly and 
avowedly autobiographical approach, we 
learn that “the central story of my life 
is about nothing else” (17). 

Despite the confusion which may arise 
from Lewis’ adaptation of old words to 
new, private, specialized meanings (he 
calls the stab of longing-delight “Ro- 
manticism” in The Pilgrim’s Regress 
and “Joy” in the present work), one 
may obtain a reasonably clear under- 





Mr. Huttar is assistant professor of English at 
Gordon College, Beverly Farms, Massachusetts, 
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standing of this central religious exper- 
ience. Joy, “an unsatisfied desire which 
is itself more desirable than any satis- 
faction” (17-18), is not to be confused 
with either happiness or pleasure. “All 
Joy reminds. It is never a possession, al- 
ways a desire for something longer ago 
or further away or still ‘about to be’” 
(78). “Joy makes nonsense of our com- 
mon distinction between having and 
wanting” (166). 

Devoting very little attention to 
names and dates, Lewis makes Surprised 
by Joy a tracing of his spiritual history 
and not, strictly, an autobiography. The 
author recounts his experiences of Joy, 
from the first fleeting glimpses through 
natural beauty, children’s stories, and 
poetry in childhood, later through the 
discovery of Wagner, then all northern 
mythology, then Celtic and Greek myth- 
ology too, and through the scenic beauty 
of County Down, in his native Ireland, 
and Surrey. But Joy, he tells us, was 
only one side of his life. There was ac- 
tually a “duality’—there were times of 
Joy and times of ordinary experience, 
which were, neverthless, quite import- 
ant to his intellectual growth as a young 
man. As a result, he must “tell a story 
of two lives” which “have nothing to do 
with each other.” This he accomplishes 
by alternating in separate chapters 
treatment of his inner life of Joy and 
his outer life. 

When I remember my outer life I 

see clearly that the other is but 

momentary flashes, seconds of gold 
scattered in months of dross, each 
instantly swallowed up in the old, 
familiar, sordid, hopeless weari- 
ness. When I remember my inner 
life I see that everything men- 
tioned in the last two chapters was 
merely a coarse curtain which at 
any moment might be drawn aside 
to reveal all the heavens I then 

knew (119). 

In the outer life are a series of steps in 
what would ordinarily be called the 
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author’s intellectual and religious de- 
velopment—except that they were com- 
pletely separated from those inner ex- 
periences of Joy which alone, for Lewis, 
could be termed religious. A milestone 
in this “outer” development occurred 
at the first school he attended, an Eng- 
lish boarding-school. The church which 
he attended here was Anglo-Catholic 
and made a strong impression on him, 
for “I have heard the doctrines of 
Christianity (as distinct from general 
‘uplift’) taught by men who obviously 
believed them” (33). In this High 
Church atmosphere, and not in any 
supposed childhood Puritanism as some 
of his critics have assumed, he first took 
Christianity seriously. His loss of Chris- 
tianity, a few years later at another 
school, illustrates one of the basic truths 
concerning the experierce of Joy: that it 
is significant only as it points to some- 
thing beyond, that it is lost as soon as it 
is sought for its own sake. His earlier 
genuine delight in prayer turned into 
an effort to “pump up” a feeling of 
spiritual accomplishment each time he 
prayed. Of course, he failed. The sense 
of frustration which this failure pro- 
duced made him eager to find a substi- 
tute for his Christianity; and such a 
substitute was not long in presenting 
itself. The firm foundations of Chris- 
tian belief were undermined by the 


vague speculativeness of the occult, and 
as a final result, “from the tyrannous 
noon of revelation I passed into the 
cool evening of Higher Thought, where 
there was nothing to be obeyed, and 
nothing to be believed except what was 
either comforting or exciting” (60). 
“Occultist fancies” and direct atheism 
came to exist side by side in Lewis’ 
mind, not because of any logical con- 
nection but because ““both made against 
Christianity” (66). 

From the public schools Lewis pro- 
ceeded to the private tutelage of a 
thoroughgoing rationalist named Kirk- 
patrick, whose job was to prepare him 
for the University. This coldly logical 
training gave added support to Lewis’ 
atheism and pessimism. Oddly enough, 
it was the habit of logical thought 
learned under Kirkpatrick which finally 
led him to reject his materialism, for he 
came to see that his experience could 
no longer be separated into two neat 
but totally unconnected parts. It was at 
this point that the two streams began to 
run together: the “inner life” of Joy 
and the “outer life” of intellectual de- 
velopment. The atheistic structure be- 
gan to crumble. 

The fortress now began to be attack- 
ed on all sides. He began reading Ches- 
terton—and liking him somehow in 
spite of his Christianity. And as Lewis 


observes, “A young man who wishes to 
remain a sound Atheist cannot be too 
careful of his reading. There are traps 
everywhere. . . . God is, if I may say 
it, very unscrupulous” (191). In one of 
his army friends in France during the 
war he discovered that there can be 
such a thing as conscience and moral 
principle, even severity of moral disci- 
pline, in a young man whose intellec- 
tual acumen and scholarly interests 
commanded his respect. He hadn’t real- 
ized before that such a person, with so 
many of the same ideals as himself, 
could take morals seriously. The next 
attack upon his atheism came at war's 
end, when he returned to Oxford to 
study philosophy, discovered that some 
of his closest friends, for whom he had 
most respect, were turning to the ideal- 
istic philosophy which then predomi- 
nated. In one of his Oxford classes, a 
few months later, Lewis met Nevill 
Coghill. “I soon had the shock of dis- 
covering that he—clearly the most intel- 
ligent and best-informed man in that 
class—was a Christian and a thorough- 
going supernaturalist” (212). These dis- 
coveries all combined to make a formid- 
able attack upon Lewis’ materialism— 
and the very habits of logical thought 
he had learned from Kirkpatrick pre- 
vented him from putting up any ade- 
quate defense. In the author’s chess 
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_imagery (the next-to-last chapter is -en- 

titled “Checkmate”), “All over the 
board my pieces were in the most dis- 
advantageous positions. Soon I could no 
longer cherish even the illusion that the 
initiative lay with me. My Adversary 
began to make his final moves” (216). 
Philosophical realism had given way to 
idealism; now the idealism seemed 
empty, abstract, irrelevant to life, as 
long as its “Spirit” was impersonal. 
What was needed was a personal God. 
Lewis became a theist. It was a short 
step from there to Christianity. The 
Hound of Heaven, pursuing relentless- 
ly, had found his quarry. 

Surprised by Joy contains few new 
ideas. Its main theme, as we have noted, 
is a reworking of one appearing in 
Lewis’ earliest work. Its object is to 
“witness,” in the truest sense of the 
term: “That which we have seen and 
heard declare we unto you.” Its value, 
as far as the winning of converts goes, 
will be mainly for. those “intellectuals” 
who, sharing with Lewis some of the 
same experiences—the pessimism, the 
rationalism, the moments of “Joy’— 
can speak with him a common language 
of understanding. 

For the Christian reader, Lewis’ criti- 
cism of the British public schools of his 
generation will prove particularly in- 
teresting. “For the last thirty years or so 


England has been filled with a bitter, 
truculent, skeptical, debunking, and 
cynical intelligentsia” (107). The school 
system, he believes, is to blame. But the 
greatest value of the book lies in the 
author’s searching, unvarnished account 
of his own conversion, an acount which 
deserves to stand alongside those of 
Martin Luther, John Bunyan, and John 
Wesley. After all of Lewis’ seeking, go- 
ing from one philosophical point of 
view to another, asking, “Where has 
religion reached its true maturity?”’— 
finally, it was God who reached down 
and showed him the Way: 


. To recognize the ground for 
my evasion was of course to recog- 
nize both its shame and its futility. 
I know very well when, but hardly 
how, the final step was taken. I was 
driven to Whipsnade one sunny 
morning. When we set out I did 
not believe that Jesus Christ is the 
Son of God, and when we reached 
the zoo I did. Yet I had not exactly 
spent the journey in thought. Nor 
in great emotion. “Emotional” is 
perhaps the last word we can apply 
to some of the most important 
events. It was more like when a 
man, after long sleep, still lying 
motionless in bed, becomes aware 
that he is now awake. (237) 


INVISIBLE WAR 
(Continued from page 19) 


seduces the servants of God to: commit ' 
the fornication of going after strange 
gods (Rev. 2:20), represents the apos-' 
tate church. 

The marriage of the Lamb is brought 
into view, and the Lamb’s wife has 
made herself ready, arrayed in fine linen, 
clean and white (Rev. 19:7, 8). At the 
same time the evangelist is given a vision 
of “the judgment of the great whore that 
sitteth upon many waters .. . a woman 
seated upon a scarlet colored beast, full 
of names of blasphemy . . . having a 
golden cup in her hand full of abomin- 
ations and filthiness of her fornication” 
(Rev. 17:14). 

Just as the bride and the bridegroom 
are joined at the beginning of the prop- 
hetic fulfillment, so the judgment of 
those who have had religion without 
Christ is a sure and certain thing. It is 
not necessary for us to expand the de- 
tails. It will suffice to note that the 
woman—the personification of false re- 
ligion—comes to power riding upon the 
beast—the personification of political 
power in the hands of the Antichrist 
who shall rise as Satan’s last great human 
ally in the invisible war. Throughout 
the Bible, the separation of church and 
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state, or of religion and the state, is a 
well-defined scriptural principle. In the 
Old Testament, a man was not permitted 
to be both priest and king. In the New 
Testament, the Christian is called to 
such a position of witness against the 
world that it is hard to conceive that the 
world could ever voluntarily exalt to a 
place of leadership one whose whole 
calling is to stand as a witness against 
the course of this world and its prince, 
the Devil. It can readily be understood 
that Satan seeks power through the trans- 
gression of this principle. He is pri- 
marily interested in the souls of men 
that he may gain their spiritual and 
political allegiance. 
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We rejoice in everything that is good 
in the ecumenical movement. Beyond 
question there have been divisions 
among believers which are scandalous, 
and which need to be healed. We are 
thankful to God for every thing that 
can draw believers together and heal the 
breaches that have existed between 
them. But there are also men in the 
ecumenical movement whose thrust is 
a bid for power. They are not interested 
in theology as much as they are inter- 
ested in fusion of organizations. This is 
one of the reasons why Christians who 
are deeply committed to the Lordship 
of Jesus Christ have been suspicious 
of those whose theology is little more 
than “mother, home, and country,” 
without any sharp line to rule out the 
unitarianizers. It can well be understood 
that when the Lord comes to remove 
from the earth all of His own, the truly 
believing elements, the merely religious 
elements which remain will soon be able 
to come together in one great amalgama- 
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tion. The spirit of ecumenism without 
the deity of Christ is, of course, a Satanic 
spirit in the light of all that we have 
seen in these studies. It should be rea- 
lized that the very word ecumenism 
comes from one of the Greek words for 
world, and that as directed by those 
whose interest lies away from the per- 
son of Christ the ecumenical move- 
ment might well be called the world 
movement. Several years ago, when one 
of the preliminary efforts at fusion was 
rising, it was given the name, “Inter- 
Church World :Movement.” A man with 
keen spiritual perception characterized 
it as the “enter-the-church-into-the-world 
movement.” When all the truly Christian 
elements have been removed from the 
Papacy and from the various Protestant 
organizations, the remainder will flow 
together with great rapidity, and shall 
seek power in conjunction with the 
political unifying movement that is also 
rising in the world. When ‘we read that 
the whore rides the beast, we can see 
that the religious power seeks to advance 
on the back of the political. But the 
Scripture shows us that the political 
shall turn with great suddenness and de- 
stroy the religious power. “And he said 
to me, The waters that you saw, where 
the harlot is seated, are peoples, and 
multitudes, and nations, and tongues. 
And the ten horns (identified in the 
context as ten kings) that you saw, they 
and the beast will hate the harlot; they 
will make her desolate and naked, and 
devour her flesh and burn her up with 
fire, for God has put it into their hearts 
to carry out His purpose by being of 
one mind and giving over their royal 
power to the beast, until the words of 
God shall be fulfilled” (Rev. 17:15-17). 


So much for the phases of the coming 
of the Lord that have to do with the 
true church and the apostate church. 
Let us now turn our attention to the 
coming of .Christ with reference to the 
nations: first, to the nation of Israel 
and, then, to the nations of the Gentiles. 


There was a time when there were no 
nations. All were of one language and 
one speech, as we have seen, and all were 
joined together against God. Nationality 
was created at the tower of Babel as a 
curse by God upon the rebellious peoples 
of the earth. It was at this moment that 
God called Abraham to do a special 
work for Him. Through Isaiah He re- 
vealed that He called Abraham “alone” 
(Isa. 51:2). When the race failed as a 
group, God set up one man as the head 
of a nation through whom righteousness 
should come to the earth in the person 
of the Saviour, to whom all government 
should one day be committed. We have 
seen that here is the real cause of anti- 
Semitism. The Devil knows that he him- 
self is a pretender to earth power, and 
that the race of Abraham has been called 
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to become a nation and ultimately make 
a mockery of Satan’s pretended power. 
The first of the unconditional promises 
was, “I will make of thee a great na- 
tion” (Gen. 12:2). This promise has 
never been fulfilled, and it must be ful- 
filled or the Lord is found false. If there 
be those who think the promise was ful- 
filled in Solomon’s time, we have only 
to point to the multiple repetitions of 
this same prophecy after Solomon had 
been long dead. This matter has been 
fully treated in Wilkinson’s Israel, My 
Glory, and no one has any right to doubt 
the literal fulfillment of these prophecies 
if he has not fully considered the argu- 
ments set forth there and in similar 
works. 

Let it suffice here to quote just one 
passage. “It shall come to pass in the 
latter days, that the mountain of the 
Lord’s house shall be established as the 
highest of the mountains, and shall be 
raised above the hills; and all the na- 
tions shall flow to it, and many peoples 
shall come, and say; ‘Come let us go 
up to the mountain of the Lord, to the 
house of the God of Jacob; that He may 
teach us His ways and that we may walk 
in His paths.’ For out of Zion shall go 
forth the law, and the Word of the Lord 
from Jerusalem. He shall judge between 
the nations, and shall decide for many 
peoples; and they shall beat their swords 
into plowshares, and their spears into 
pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up 
sword against nation, neither shall they 
learn war any more. O house of Jacob, 
come, let us walk in the light of the 
Lord” (Isa. 2:2-5). It is my considered 
judgment that anyone who says that this 
prophecy has been fulfilled is not fit to 
be considered as a Bible interpreter. 
There have been those who have at- 
tempted to show that the Church is the 
fulfillment, but to say that the Church 
has brought peace on earth is pitiable 
nonsense. 


When the Lord Jesus Christ begins 
the work of His return, He will do some- 
thing for the Jews simultaneously with 
His work of the judgment of the apostate 
Church. When the believers are removed 
from the earth, two men will arrive in 
Jerusalem to begin a reraarkable work 
of preaching. They are called “the two 
witnesses” (Rev. 11:3-11), and may be 
identified as Moses and Elijah, brought 
back to the earth in order to accom- 
plish the final purpose of God for Is- 
rael. This identification is derived from 
a careful study of the words of the pass- 
age in which they are found. (Those who 
desire further details are referred to my 
published studies on the book of Reve- 
lation.) The book of Revelation (as all 
Scripture) is to be comprehended best 
by the use of a good concordance, for 
the Bible is a universe, with its own 
natural laws in the spiritual realm, its 
own vocabulary and lexicon, its own 
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symbols and usages,—the parts to be 
understood by their relation to the 
whole, and the whole looked upon as a 
sum of the parts. This is clearly set forth 
in the first chapter of Revelation where 
the method is established in a way that 
cannot be controverted. John receives 
a vision of a being with head and hair 
white like wool, as white as snow, and 
with eyes like a flame of fire. His feet are 
like fine brass, and His voice as the 
sound of many waters. A golden girdle 
is around His breast; out of His mouth 
goes a sharp two-edged sword, and His 
countenance is as the sun shining in its 
strength. He holds seven stars in His 
right hand and walks in the midst of 
seven golden lampstands. I have seen 
one painting of this subject by an 
Italian primitive artist, and the effect 
was like some horror out of a Believe-it- 
or-not column. God never meant that 
such a paragraph should be understood 
literally, as the slightest reference to a 
concordance will demonstrate. We con- 
sult the various passages in the cross 
references. We find that only once else 
in the Bible is there mention of a being 
with head and hair white like wool, as 
white as snow. This is Daniel’s vision of 
God as the Ancient of Days, seated upon 
the throne of Heaven (Dan. 7:9). We 
turn to the remaining references, and 
all but two take us back to other visions 
of God in the Old Testament. Who is 
this risen Lord Jesus? John sees clearly 
that He is none other than the Ancient 
of Days of Daniel’s prophecy. He is the 
Jehovah of Ezekiel and the God of 
Jeremiah. All that was said of God in 
these great visions given before the birth 
of the infant Christ must be looked 
upon as illustrations of the person of our 
Lord. John’s testimony is that the prayer 
of Christ has been answered, “Father, 
glorify Thou Me with the glory I had 
with Thee before the world was” (John 
17:5). To underline the validity of this 
method of interpretation, the two sym- 
bols which have no answering cross 
references are immediately explained in 
the context. The seven stars are the 
ministers of the churches, and the lamp- 
stands are the churches themselves. This 
method is the one that identifies the 
two witnesses of this passage. They are 
first likened to two olive trees. If this 
phrase is sought out in the concordance, 
it will be found that the fourth chap- 
ter of Zechariah describes two men as 
anointed ones—literally, sons of oil— 
that stand by the Lord of the whole 
earth. They are to measure the earth for 
destruction as a plumb line would be 
used by a mason in measuring a build- 
ing for construction. The great moun- 
tain of world empire will flatten before 
the power which they proclaim. 

The fact that these anointed ones 
have power to shut Heaven that it rain 
not in the days of their prophecy (which 
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is stated to be three and one half years), 
causes us to turn to the work of Elijah 
who likewise shut the heavens so that 
it rained not for three and a half years 
(I Ki. 17:1; Jas. 5:17). This identifica- 
tion also explains two verses of the Old 
Testament where God. announced 
through Malachi, “Behold, I will send 
you Elijah the prophet before the com- 
ing of the great and dreadful day of the 
Lord; and he shall turn the heart of the 
fathers to the children, and the heart of 
the children to their fathers, lest I come 
and smite the earth with a curse” (Mal. 
4:5, 6). It also explains why the scribes 
and the Pharisees approached both John 
the Baptist and the Lord Jesus, asking 
each if he were Elijah. It also explains 
a passage that has often been regarded 
as a contradiction in the teaching of the 
Lord Jesus. He made a bona fide offer of 
the kingdom to Israel, as I have shown 
extensively in my book, His Own Re- 
ceived Him Not. In making the offer, 
He spoke of John the Baptist, and said, 
“And if ye will receive it, (i.e., the offer 
of the kingdom on His conditions), this 
is Elijah, which was for to come” (Matt. 
11:14). They did not receive it, however, 
and therefore God did not count John 
the Baptist as the fulfillment of the Old 
Testament prophecies concerning Eli- 
jah. Some time thereafter, Jesus took 
three of His disciples into a mountain 
and showed them a glimpse of Himself 
as He would be in the time of the fu- 
ture kingdom (Matt. 16:28—17:13; II 
Pet. 1:15-21) and definitely stated that 
Elijah would first come (Matt. 17:11). 


Returning to the passage in Revela- 
tion announcing the work of the two 
witnesses, we find that they have power 
over waters to turn them to blood and 
to smite the earth with all plagues as 
often as they will (Rev. 11:6). The con- 
cordance leads us infallibly to the book 
of Exodus where we find Moses turning 
the waters of the Nile to blood and 
smiting the earth with the plagues. We 
also find him mentioned by name in 
the transfiguration scene, along with 
Elijah (Matt. 17:3). Thus we conclude 
the identification as settled. These two 
witnesses begin their supernatural 
preaching in Jerusalem after the true 
church is removed from the earth. Al- 
most immediately there is a great move- 
ment among the Jews, and they compre- 


ple, and tongues” (Rev. 7:9). 

In the midst of the great tribulation 
which follows, which -is called by the 
Old Testament prophet “the time of 
Jacob’s trouble” (Jer. 30:7), a nation is 
born in a day (Isa. 66:8), for Israel 
turns in its entirety to look upon the 
One whom they had pierced (Zec. 12: 
10). The Lord has set forth all this in 
detail, He tells us, in order that we 
shall not be wise in our own conceits 
and think that the church is to be the 
kingdom. “For I would not, brethren, 
that ye should be .ignorant of this mys- 
tery, lest ye should be wise in your own 
conceits; that blindness in part is hap- 
pened to Israel, until the fulness of 
the Gentiles be come in. And so all Is- 
rael shall be saved, as it is written, 
There shall come out of Zion the De- 
liverer, and shall turn away ungodliness 
away from Jacob” (Rom. 11:25, 26). At 
that time there will not be a Jew in the 
world who does not accept the Lord 
Jesus as Messiah. Thus the stage will be 
set for the final scene in which Israel 
shall be brought to the place of gov- 
ernment of all the world as the colonial 
administrators of God. 


(To Be ConTINuvueD) 
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hend that the Messiah for whom they 
wait is none other than the Jesus who 
has come once to die for sinners. By 
the many thousands they are saved, and 
soon the twelve thousand of each of the 
twelve tribes who had been sealed by 
God before the judgment winds began 
to blow (Rev. 7:1 ff.) will begin their 
witness throughout the whole world, 
bringing out of the Gentiles “a great 
multitude, which no man can number, 
of all nations, and kindreds, and peo- 
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WINDOW ON THE WORLD 
(Continued from page 15) 


ment. of a dynamic Christ-centered 
camping and conference program to 
help persons find themselves, and to 
find God in Christ and His power and 
peace for their lives. Humorously, he 
ends his brief column with, “When may 
I receive the check?” 

Incidentally, if any who read this are 
deeply interested in praying for a bur- 
den which we have had, we would like 
to let you know that since the first two 
weeks in December we have had a defi- 
nite and active burden to pray for a 
certain project which will cost ten mil- 
lion dollars. If you really know how to 
pray, and if the Lord lays it on your 
heart, just ask Him to work in this di- 
rection. I am reminded of a song I 
heard in England, “We are coming to 
a King, we must large petitions bring.” 


REDS BLOCK CHURCH SUBSIDY 

About 85 per cent of the church-goers 
in East Germany are members of the 
Evangelical Church, 15 per cent being 
Roman Catholics. The financial difficul- 
ties of the Protestant Church in East 
Germany have been so great that the 
church headquarters in West Germany 
has been subsidizing the church in the 
Russian Zone to the extent of 1,500,000 
East marks a month. 

As of March 1, the authorities have 
blocked the remittance, saying that it 
was contrary to currency regulations. It 
should not be forgotten that the church 
in Germany has always been supported 
by the government. This support has 
come even from the government of 
Communist Germany, but there are 
signs of the hostility of the Communist 
authorities. In 1950 the subsidy to the 
churches of East Germany was 19,000,- 
000 East marks. In 1955 it had dropped 
to 13,060,000, and it has been indicated 
that it may be only 8,000,000. 

Another bit of nagging persecution 
by the Communists was the order which 
forbids religious instruction in the East 
Berlin schools until two hours after reg- 
ular school hours. Church officials say 
this is designed to discourage church at- 
tendance by all except those most loyal 
to the church. A declaration. protesting 
against this measure was read from the 
pulpits of all Evangelical churches in 
East Berlin. 


SOME LUTHERANS REMAIN IN RUSSIA 


War prisoners returning from Russia 
to Germany report that members of 
the Russian Evangelical Lutheran 
Church still remain in Russia and meet 
clandestinely in private rooms and cel- 
lars for services and prayer. The Lu- 
theran Church was abolished in 1937 
by Russia’s anti-church laws. Most of 


its members were persecuted in prison 
or scattered over the country. There 
were 198 active pastors, most of whom 
were executed or deported. 


RED MASQUERADES AS CHRIST 

In Brandenburg, not far from Berlin, 
in the Soviet Zone, an actor belonging 
to the Communist local committee for 
the promotion of atheistic “youth dedi- 
cation,” recently masqueraded as 
“Christ” at the time of a festival and 
burlesqued the Saviour’s sermons and 
bestowed His “blessings” on the crowds. 
The incident caused such concern that 
overflow crowds attended special serv- 
ices of penance ordered in both Protest- 
ant and Roman Catholic churches of 
Brandenburg because of the occurrence. 
At these services the Communist mayor 
and city council apologized to church 
authorities for the sacrilegious incident. 
Bells of all churches in the city were 
ordered by officials of both Protestant 
and Roman Catholic communions to be 
kept silent for three weeks in protest 
against the incident. 


ROMAN CATHOLICS & BILLY GRAHAM 

It is interesting to note that Roman 
Catholic officials have felt it necessary 
in several parts of the world to issue 
formal statements before the arrival of 
Billy Graham that “Catholics are never 
permitted to take part in non-Catholic 
religious services.” This was done in 
Hong Kong, Manila, and Honolulu. 


NEW CONSTITUTION FOR EGYPT 

The new constitution promulgated in 
Egypt has several clauses that affect re- 
ligion and guarantee a large measure oi 
religious freedom. The Preamble of the 
Constitution says: “We, the Egyptian 
people assured of freedom of 
thought and worship in an atmosphere 
where there are no dictates save those 
of conscience and reason. . . .” Article 
3: “Islam is the religion of the state, and 
Arabic is its official language.” Article 5: 
“The state guarantees liberty, security, 
safety, and equality of opportunity for 
all Egyptians.” Article 6: “The family 
is the fundamental unit in society, and 
its basic constituents are religion, moral- 
ity, and patriotism.” Article 31: “Equal- 
ity of all Egyptians is established by 
law. They are equal in respect of rights 
and obligations without discrimination 
on account of race, origin, language, 
religion, or creed.” Article 43: “Freedom 
of worship is unrestricted. The state 
guarantees free religious practices in ac- 
cordance with established uses in Egypt, 
provided this does not conflict with 
public order and morality.” Under these 
provisions of the Constitution it would 
be possible for an Egyptian who is a 
Christian to be elected to any office and 
for Christians to have equality with 
Mohammedans in all matters pertaining 
to the life and business of the state. 
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ONE CHURCH FOR KENYA 

A forward step has been made in 
Kenya Colony by the Presbyterians. The 
Scotch Presbyterian Church has a large 
membership of Europeans and also a 
large membership of black people in the 
Scotch Presbyterian Mission. The Pres- 
byterian Church of East Africa now be- 
ing set up unites the two bodies into 
the single and only Presbyterian Church 
in East Africa, with one church with 
membership drawn from all races. In 
the printed outline of the plan leading 
to this union it was pointed out that 
they were overcoming the terrible sit- 
uation in South Africa where there was 
a white Presbyterian church, a Bantu 
Presbyterian church and an Overseas 
Presbytery for missionaries. Kenya has 
broken down all these lines to make a 
single church. 


BLACK FOR WASHINGTON 

We must never forget that there is no 
possible chance for peace with Russia. 
We are dealing with people who have no 
concept of truth. They use truth only 
when they think it will help them, and 
they use a lie when they think it will 
help them. They sign a treaty or an 
agreement with the certain knowledge 
at the moment they sign it that they 
have no intention of keeping their word 
unless it suits their plan. They stoop to 
lies even in teaching children. In Buda- 
pest, during the last Christmas season, 
a children’s game was put on the mar- 
ket similar in type to many of ours where 
counters were moved on a board ac- 
cording to the number of spots on a 
throw of dice or the number indicated 
by an arrow spinner. In the Russian 
game the counters were shaped like 
doves of peace and were called dele- 
gates. They start from yellow circles 
representing different parts of the world 
and follow one of several routes, their 
progress being helped by “supporters of 
peace” or hindered by “the enemies of 
peace.” When a player’s dove lands in 
a red circle denoting Communist cities 
or such places as Guatemala or Tunis, 
he may have another throw because the 
Communist-sponsored peace movement 
supposedly is supported there. If he 
lands on a green circle—western cities 
like London, Paris, Lisbon, and Rome— 
he misses a throw because the peace 
movement is obstructed there. Blue cir- 
cles representing cities in India, etc., 
are neutral. If a player lands on a black 
circle he is out of the game altogether. 
The only city to be marked with a black 
circle is Washington. 


FAVOR WOMEN CLERGY 

The Woman’s Division of Christian 
Service of the Methodist Board of Mis- 
sions has sent a resolution to the church’s 
1956 General Conference demanding full 
clergy rights for women. 
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CHASTITY 
(Continued from page 16) 


looks and her words. If Joseph had 
been indulging in impure thinking, he 
would have been overcome as by a sud- 
den squall from an unexpected quarter. 
Many have been amazed and ashamed 
at the lengths to which they could go on 
the spur of the moment. 


The temptation was striking also for 
its subtlety. To please his master’s wife 
might have had favorable results with 
his master himself. Most people regard 
it as expedient to stand well with the 
boss’s wife if she is around. It must 
have been very difficult to offend and 
disappoint Potiphar’s wife, seeing she 
had much influence with his master. 
She could easily have got him into trou- 
ble. 

The temptation was accompanied al- 
so by persistency. She spoke to Joseph, 
not once or twice only, but day after 
day. If some people’s resistance is over- 
come by suddenness, that of others is 
worn down slowly by the steady con- 
tinuance of the attack. 

Look, also, at the opportunity for the 
temptation. “There was none of the 
men of the house there within.” There 
was no one to see and no one would 
ever find out. Potiphar’s wife would 
never dream of telling of her own sin. 
Joseph could win her favor without in- 
curring anyone’s censure. 


Note, secondly, the conquest of the 
temptation. 

Joseph never regarded sensual in- 
dulgence as a necessity. There can be 


few things psychologically more disas- 
trous than the diabolical idea that im- 
morality is the normal and expected 
thing. Nothing can so undermine re- 
sistance to temptation as the fantastic 
notion that repression is unhealthy. 
When the psychologist talks about re- 
pression, he does not mean conscious, 
wilful resistance: he means the refusal 
to think about a thing by repressing it 
into the unconscious mind. And that is 
just what people do who give way to 
sin. They have to repress a sense of 
shame, and do their best to forget God, 
who knows and sees everything. In Bun- 
yan’s Holy War, it was when Mr. Re- 
sistance was knocked off the wall that 
the enemy came in. The will must be 
strengthened by a right mental attitude. 

Joseph called the thing by its proper 
name—not “being a little fast,” or “hav- 
ing a gay time,” or “sowing wild oats,” 
but “this great wickedness” and “sin 
against God.” 

Joseph also put a proper estimate on 
it: “this great wickedness,” he called it. 
And it does not become any less great 
for becoming more common, or for be- 
ing accompanied by measures to reduce 
the risk of physical consequences. 

Above all, he judged it in the light 
of God. Potiphar’s wife thought no one 
could see: she would not have dreamed 
of doing such a thing in the presence 
of her husband, but she had no fear of 
God in her heart. Joseph saw it as a sin 
against God, who, it says, was with him. 
The presence of God was more real to 
Joseph than that of any earthly master. 
He knew it would break his enjoyment 
of God’s presence, and that he would 
one day have to give account to Him. 
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Joseph was very wise in taking rea- 
sonable precautions, refusing not only 
to give way to her, but also to listen to 
her, or even to be with her. He met the 
temptation at an early stage, keeping 
it at the circumference of his life, in- 
stead of fighting it when it reached the 
center. 

The best place to win the battle for 
chastity is in the earliest stages, in fact, 
in the thoughts. We must take reason- 
able precautions to avoid the things 
and places and people which excite im- 
pure thoughts: certain books, magazines, 
pictures, films, advertisements, ballroom 
dancing, and scanty dress. Some may 
despise this as puritanical, but it is a 
miserable business to be indifferent to 
the enemy’s piercing the outer ring of 
defenses, and so let him get to closer 
grips with you. No one can avoid the 
temptation of a momentary lustful 
thought or impulse, but then is the time 
to refuse to welcome it and lick it over, 
and to think instead on good and 
wholesome things. 

In spite of his precautions, however, 

Joseph found himself in a position in 
which brief hesitation might have been 
disastrous. And it was due to the habit 
of living a disciplined life that he did 
not hesitate at the critical moment. 
“He left his garment in her hand, and 
fled, and got him out.” The battle was 
won. * * * * 
God does not always reward the right- 
eous immediately. Joseph was called to 
suffer terribly for righteousness’ sake. 
Before his master and all the men of 
the house, Potiphar’s wife accused him 
of the very sin of which she had been 
so guilty, and Joseph was flung, in dis- 
grace, into what may literally be trans- 
lated ‘The Hole.’ Used to the freedom 
of the plains, his spirit must have suffer- 
ed deeply as, bound with chains, mis- 
understood, misrepresented, and falsely 
accused, he shared that dark, damp, 
small, and badly ventilated cell with 
the king’s special political prisoners. 

But that was not the end of the 
story. How could it be? The Lord was 
with him and, though unknown to him- 
self at the time, was turning his im- 
prisonment into a two year training 
course for future work of first import- 
ance. How glad Joseph must have been 
in the end that he did not give way! If 
he had done, he would have remained 
in Potiphar’s palace, would never have 
been promoted to second in command 
of all Egypt, never have earned the 
gratitude of millions whom he saved in 
the famine, never have seen his father 
and brothers again; and, above all, a 
cloud would have come between him- 
self and God together with deep be- 
wilderment as to how it could be re- 
moved. END 


Used by ion of Inter-Varsity, quarter: 
= of British Inter-Varsity Fellowship, 


ETERNITY 





EDITOR VISITS RUINS 

(Contiued from page 7) 
from it sprout corn, flowers, and trees. 
The victim was considered to be the 
winner, and the captain who had suc- 
ceeded in ringing the ball, and then de- 
capitating the victim, was the loser. The 
shedding of the blood was the source of 
life, and other sculptures indicate the 
Mayan belief that all life comes from 
blood sacrifice. 

The most amazing thing about the 
ball court, however, is the acoustics of 
the place. We stood on the field under 
one of the stone rings. Our shout was 
echoed from the opposite wall in eight- 
een distinct reverberations. At each end 
of the long field stands a building thirty 
or forty feet high. The southern stand 
was for the thrones of the priests, and 
the northern stand for the throne of 
the secular ruler. We climbed to the 
vantage point of the one while our 
guide went to the other. We were five 
hundred feet apart. We talked in low 
tones, no louder than a couple would 
use sitting in the living room of the 
average home. We could hear each 
other perfectly. We reduced our voices 
to a mere murmur; we could still hear 
each other perfectly. The guide told us 
how the priest and the ruler could talk 
with each other even though two teams 
of stalwarts were engaged in a life and 
death struggle on the field below, cheer- 
ed on by the shouts of a hundred thous- 
and people. The architects of the ball 
court knew almost as much about meas- 
uring the wavelengths of sound as do 
our modern physicists. In fact, the Gen- 
eral Electric Company, we were told, 
brought a large group of engineers to 
Chichen Itza to carry on acoustical ex- 
periments in the big ball court. They 
attempted to duplicate the court else- 
where but did not get the same acousti- 
cal effect because they had not built 
with limestone. 

Specialists have estimated the maxi- 
mum population of the Mayans _be- 
tween fourteen millions and fifty-three 
millions of people. The priests kept 
hieroglyphic manuscripts with treatises 
on history, chronology, astronomy, and 
the different aspects of religion—ritual, 
divination, prophecy, and medicine. 
Unfortunately, most of these have been 
destroyed; the destruction being the 
work of the Roman Catholic authori- 
ties who accompanied the Spanish con- 
querors. Bishop Diego de Landa, in 
1566, wrote a book called Relacion de 
las cosas de Yucatan—“Narration of 
things of Yucatan.” In it he relates the 
following: “These people also made use 
of certain characters or letters, with 
which they wrote in their books their 
ancient affairs and their sciences, and 
with these and drawings and with cer- 
tain signs in these drawings, they un- 
derstood their affairs and made others 
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understand them and taught them. We 
found a great number of books in these 
characters, and, as they contained noth- 
ing in which there was not to be seen 
superstition and lies of the devil, we 
burned them all, which they regretted 
to an amazing degree and caused them 
affliction.” 

We also regret it to an amazing de- 
gree. Only three of these manuscripts 
have survived, and curiously enough 
they have come down to us because of 
the instinct of many people to be sou- 
venir collectors. Three of these were 
sent back to Europe as curios. One has 
been found in Dresden with nothing 
more than a notation that it had been 
given to the librarian by a librarian in 
Vienna. Half of the second was brought 
to light by a Spanish gentleman, and, 
on the announcement of its discovery, 
another man produced what proved to 


‘be the second half. The third was found 
in a basket of old papers in a chimney 
corner in the National Library in Paris. 
It was black with dust, its very existence 
apparently forgotten. Morely, one. ‘of’ 
the most important authorities on the 
Mayas, says, “A situation roughly com- 
parable to that confronting us in regard 
to the three surviving Maya codices 
would be the following: If we could im- 
agine that there existed only one hun- 
dred books in all the United States, 
each devoted 10 a single subject, such 
as history, astronomy, geology, botany, 
zoology, medicine, mathematics, physics, 
economics, religion, ritual, horoscopy, 
literature, and so on, and further, if all 
these books were destroyed by fire, three 
only being saved—the treatise on as- 
tronomy, the manual on ritual, and the 
textbook on horoscopy—all the others 
being destroyed, including the only 





Without the Word — 
AFRICANS 


are educated heathen 
© Only 14% of Africa's population is 


“Christian”’ 


© Mohammedanism and Communism are 


appealing to educated Africans 


© Life in many places still centers around 


Pagan orgies 


© Even many educated Africans are still 
ruled by heathen superstitions, taboos 


and fears 


© Witch doctors still ply their dastardly 


trade 


© The civilized, cultured African also 


needs Christ 






















Africans are being taught 
to read. Will they read 
Communist propaganda, 
the literature of false re- 
ligions, or the Truth of the 
Gospel? 

Only the Word of God 
can save Africa from edu- 
cated heathenism! 


Will you help us take 
the Word to Africa? 


Write today for a free 
copy of our Quarterly with 
news of conversions among 
the Mau Maus. 


ALFRED A. KUNZ, 
International Director 













BROOKS BIBLE WORK BOOKS 


®y DR. KEITH L. BROOKS 


Use Question-and-Answer Method to Uncover Spiritual Riches 
This amazing series of 23 titles covers the important parts of 
God’s word and yields up the pure gold of its teaching equally 

for simple converts or scholarly minds. Searching questions 
are answered with Bible references to be looked up and 
written down. Try this simple direct method and discover 
the blessing possible from even a few minutes a day. 


BEGIN NOW TO 


KNOW THE BIBLE BETTER 


Junior Bible Work Book....25¢ Doctrinal Studies ................ 50¢ 
Heart of John’s Gospel.....20¢ Prophetic Research ............ 65¢ 
Christian Character Course..25¢ Gospel of Matthew............ 65¢ 
Bible Principles of Prayer 25¢ X-Ray of Romans................ 50¢ 


Order today from your book store or direct. Write for Free Book Bul- 
letin and sample copy of the monthly magazine Prophecy Monthly. 


AMERICAN PROPHETIC LEAGUE, INC., P.O. Box 41198, Los Angeles 41, Calif 


35 











30 Days Trial 
270 tablets 


HI-POTENCY VITAMIN MINERAL 
Dietary Supplement 


Vigor, pep and stamina renewed! So users 
gladly testify. Study the formula, compare the 
prices. Unequalled value in potencies and 
number of nutriments. 
Order 30 Days’ Supply NOW! 

Each day you take 3 vitamin tablets and 6 
mineral tablets. Unit of 3 bottles, one of 
Multi-Vitamins, two of Multi-minerals. 30 days 
ration only $6.85. 


Multi-Vitamins: 1-Day Supply gives: 


Vitamin A ....25,500 USP Choline . . 9 mg. 
Vitamin D_ ....1,200 USP Folic Acid 

Vitamin Bi . Inositol 

Vitamin Ba . Para-Amino 
RE — Acid 
Niacinamide .15 mg. Biotin _........... 0. 





Vitamin Be 
Vitamin Bis 





Vitamin C " (Whole dried) 
Vitamin E ............... IU Chlorophyll. ........ 3 mg. 
Vitamin K_ ............ 1 mg. Alfalfa juice .... 1 gr 
Calcium (Concentrate) 


Pantothenate ..9 mg. Rutin _.................. 
Plus 10 Minerals 
15% Dircount to Full Time Christian Workers 
(Add 3% sales tax if you live in California) 
Representatives ‘Wanted 
Order Today and Save; Address— 


PAS-CAL COMPANY 


P.O. Box 203-EF _ Altadena, California 








TRI-STATE loffers 


“A Vacation Apart from the World” 


Write for illustrated folder 
Rev. F. Leon Taggart, Director 
Tri-State Bible Conference 

R.R. 1, Port Jervis, N. Y. Dept. E 


(New ownership and management since 1949) 











mg. Biot .003 ‘ 
. Yeast. (dietary) .... 4 gr. 
So 4 gr.,* 














NO FLOOD DANGER! 
SEASIDE CAMP & RECREATION 
HOME 
Boys — Girls — Adults 
Rates $19.50 up. Special rates for 
Church groups & families 
Christian Fellowship, Lower Shore Rd. 

t, N. Jj. 











The books reviewed in_ these 
columns, as well as other 
can be purchased through 


books, 

Eternity 

Book Service, 1716 Sruce St., 
Philadelphia 3, Pa. 








book on history in the entire collection, 
we would have a situation analogous to 
what has survived of ancient Maya lit- 
erature in the three known Maya 
codices.” 

It is fortunate that these three were 
sent to Europe because “the climate of 
the Yucatan Peninsula is so moist, the 
rainfall so excessive, mildew so destruc- 
tive, that it is highly doubtful whether 
a codex could have survived even if it 
had been buried in a tomb or a tem- 
ple.” They were written on the bark of 
a tree, (Ficus cotonifolia), pounded in- 
to a pulp and held together with some 
sort of natural gum as a bonding sub- 
stance. 

Morely’s book, The Ancient Maya, 
published by the Stanford University 
Press in conjunction with the Oxford 
University Press, has been the chief 
source of my interpretive material, out- 
side of that which we saw with our own 
eyes. He divides the history of this peo- 
ple into three general epochs: “ (1) Pre- 
Maya, extending from about 3000 B.c. 
in round numbers to a.p. 317; (2) Maya 
Old Empire from a.p. 317 to 987; and 
(3) Maya New Empire from 987 to 
1697.” The civilization was finally de- 
§troyed by the Spanish and much of the 
land reverted to jungle so that today 
the population of the Mayan country is 
not a tenth of what it was at the time 
of the Spanish conquest. 

The great buildings which we have 
described date largely from the New 
Empire. The new expedition which is 
going into the vast ruins in Guatemala 
will be dealing with the Old Empire. 
We. can only hope that they will find 
inforffgation that will advance our 
knowlédge of the earlier history of this 
people. Especially we need to know 
about the priests who developed the 
knowledge of astronomy, mathematics, 
architecture, and acoustics. 

Practically all anthropologists be- 
lieve that all the Amerinds of America 
came across the land. bridge from Si- 
beria through Alaska. This would mean 
that two or three groups (the Incas, the 
Aztecs, and the Mayas) produced great 


.civilizations while their neighbors re- 


mained in the stone age. 

I am not an authority in the field of 
anthropology or ethnology, but when 
great riddles arise like those which are 
presented by these civilizations, I am al- 
ways inclined to go back to the Bible 
and to look at these problems through 
the early chapters of Genesis. I know 
that “modern” scholarship repudiates 
these chapters. But I remember that our 
Lord Jesus Christ said that nobody 
could ever believe the Gospels who did 
not believe the writings of Moses (John 
5:46, 47). 

One of the most astounding things in 
all the Mayan sculptures is a bas-relief 


on a pillar in the temple of the Jaguars, 
which is outside of the south end of the 
east wall of the great ball court at 
Chichen Itza. There, engraven in the 
stone, is the story of creation. It is in 
seven stages. The parallelism with the 
story of creation as found in Genesis is 
striking. The first stage shows water, 
without fish, then, water with fish. 
Then, in progression, a snail, a swan, a 
vine, a man and woman, together with 
a serpent. The wall is greatly eroded, 
but there is enough to show that the 
people who carved these pictures in 
stone had somewhere been in contact 
with the original story of creation. 


There are curious things in the tenth 
chapter of Genesis about which we may 
not be dogmatic, but also we are not 
permitted to pass them by as though 
they were of no importance. We read 
that the sons of Ham were the pro- 
ducers of the great ancient civilizations. 
(The idea that the Negroes are from 
Ham is not found in any literature, as 
far as I can ascertain, before the mid- 
dle of the last century.) From Ham 
came Bablyon, Egypt, the Phoenecians, 
and the Hittites. These were the great- 
est of the more ancient civilizations. 
After the record of a few generations of 
the sons of Ham through Canaan, we 
read, “Afterwards the families of the 
Canaanites spread abroad” (Gen. 10: 
18). 

In the eleventh chapter there is the 
story of the confusion of tongues at the 
tower of Babel. God had commanded, 
through Noah, that his sons should 
spread abroad on the whole earth, “Be 
fruitful and multiply and replenish the 
earth” (Gen. 9:2). He also states of the 
three sons of Noah, that “of them was 
the whole earth overspread” (Gen. 9: 
19). They disobeyed and concentrated 
in the plain of Shinar, and “The Lord 
scattered them abroad from thence up- 
on the face of all the earth” (Gen. 11: 
8). We also have an interesting verse in 
the midst of the record of the descend- 
ents of Shem: “Unto Eber were born 
two sons: the name of the one was 
Peleg (Division), for in his days the 
earth was divided” (Gen. 10:25). There 
have been geologists who hold a theory 
of continental drift. A child can see 
that the nose of Brazil looks like it 
once fitted into the flank of Africa. If it 
did, the division took place in the days 
of Peleg. With it may well have gone 
men who possessed the ancient knowl- 
edge which God had allowed men to 
learn—knowledge which burst out in dif- 
ferent forms in Egypt and in Yucatan. 

We do not know the answers. Maybe 
one of our younger readers will grow 
up to be a specialist in one of the scien- 
tific fields that will push back the 
frontiers of our ignorance in these 
matters. END 
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WHY THE CHRISTIAN COLLEGE 
(Continued from page 9) 


This is something which other col- 
leges do not and cannot do. The Har- 
vard Report frankly admits this inabil- 
ity. Pointing out the lack of a unifying 
central view in the colleges, the report 
says, “Sectarian, particularly Roman 
Catholic, colleges have, of course, their 
solution, which was generally shared by 
American colleges until less than a cen- 
tury ago, namely, the conviction that 
Christianity gives meaning and ultimate 
unity to all parts of the curriculum, in- 
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deed to the whole life of the college. ... 
But whatever one’s views, religion is not 
now for most colleges a practical source 
of intellectual unity.” All which reminds 
us so forcefully of Paul’s words, “The 
world by wisdom knew not God.” (I 
Cor. 1:21) 


This secularism of the schools and col- 
leges generally, this omission of God 
from His universe by those who are sup- 
posed to be communicating their wis- 
dom about the most important matters 
in their respective fields, is more than 
likely to leave its mark in the thinking 
of the student. He may have friends—or 
a pastor, or parents—who tell him that 
God is the greatest factor of life. But 
these tend to be considered mere lay- 
men in comparison with the professors. 

Dr. Bernard Iddings Bell, comment- 
ing upon the secularism of the schools, 
said, “If a child is taught in school 
about a vast number of things—for 
twenty-five hours a week, eight or nine 
months of a year, for ten to sixteen 
years or more—and if for all this time 
matters of religion are never seriously 
treated, the child can only come to view 
religion as, at best, an innocuous pas- 
time preferred by a few to golf or can- 
asta.” (Life, October 16, 1950) 

As though this silent treatment were 
not bad enough, there are often deliber- 
ate efforts to nullify by open opposition 
whatever vestiges of faith the students 
happen to have. A science professor in 
an eastern college whose name we re- 
frain from mentioning, was fond of a 
little demonstration which he was wont 
o “pull” on his beginning class about 
once every year. Lecturing on the con- 
tinuity of natural law, he would ask if 
there were anyone in the class who be- 
lieved that there is a God who can be 
appealed to by prayer and who will 
actually answer such prayer and “do 
something about asco 8 things 
around. 

The professor would wait for a re- 
sponse from the class, and often there 
would be in the group a few young peo- 
ple from Christian homes who would 
raise their hands in response to the pro- 
fessor’s question. The teacher would 
make an indulgent remark or two on 
the naiveté of persons holding such out- 
moded views and would then come to 
his “pitch”: “Well, I'll tell you what 
we'll do. Now I have here in my hand 
a glass test tube. I’m going to release my 
hold on the test tube and a force called 
gravitation will take effect, causing the 
test tube to drop toward the concrete 
floor in the laboratory. Now in the 
meantime, you just pray that this test 
tube won’t break, and we’ll see what 
happens.” He would then drop the test 
tube, which would splinter on the hard 
floor. 

This type of deliberate, cleverly 


graphic, and wholly unfair effort on the 
part of a seasoned academic infidel to 
overthrow any favorable tendencies of 
his immature hearers toward the Christ- 
ian faith is a perhaps extreme but by 
no means an un-duplicated situation. 


For every such determined type of 
faith-wrecker there are scores who con- 
fine themselves to a more polite and in- 
cidental heckling of the historic Christ- 
ian point-of-view and, more recently, a 
growing number who are ready to praise 
Christian values like the power of pray- 
er, with the added note that one need 
not be an obscurantist Bible-believer 
(“bibliolator”) to have these. 

Now a person may quickly point out 
this or that student who, by God’s help, 
and perhaps with the help of Christian 
church connections or of a small group 
of evangelical fellow-students, has been 
able to weather the storm in a secular 
college, perhaps even to emerge the 
stronger for having done so. For this we 
say, “Thank the Lord.” But human so- 
ciety is organized upon the basis that 
man is susceptible to influence, that 
propaganda tends to affect people’s at- 
titudes and points of view. Subversive 
ideologies go on this basis and are able 
to win a surprising number of converts 
in spite of their basic error. Industrial 
corporations go on this basis and pour 
millions of dollars into sales organiza- 
tion and advertising—with justifying re- 
turns. 

The Christian church recognizes this 
principle and maintains a _ weekly 
preaching of the Word, a teaching min- 
istry, and an evangelistic and missionary 
outreach. Christians are warned by the 
Scriptures not to forsake the assembling 
of themselves together, but to exhort 
one another daily. It seems entirely 
reasonable to suppose that, in spite of 
shining exceptions, a persistent espousal 
of the secular point of view will have an 
effect upon those who come under its 
influence. 

Anyone who has had any contact with 
such matters and has kept his eyes open 
knows that this is precisely the way 
things often go. William H. Buckley dis- 
cusses some of his observations by the 
way of “results” of this kind. Typical is 
his comment on Professor K- --- who, he 
says, “held forth at Yale for a great 
many years, teaching a basic course in 
one of the most important fields of so- 
cial science, and revealing an unswerv- 
ing contempt for religion in general and 
Christianity in particular. To my per- 
sonal knowledge, he thus subverted the 
faith of numbers of students who, guile- 
lessly, entered the course hoping to 
learn sociology and left with the im- 
pression that faith in God and the 
scientific approach to human problems 
are mutually exclusive.” (God and Man 
at Yale, p. 17) 
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In this connection it should be kept 
in mind that most young people entering 
college from Christian homes are from 
sixteen to eighteen years old. Many of 
them are very naive in their acceptance 
of Christian presuppositions. Some are 
Zrom less than the strongest of Christian 
backgrounds. They may even be half 
ready to consider other points of view 
and other ways of life. They are usually 
fairly susceptible to majority social pres- 
sure. They are a bit overawed to be in 
college. They tend to admire the aca- 
demic proficiency and the urbanity of 
their teachers. Their purpose in being 
at college is to learn from their teachers. 
Often these teachers are winsome of 
personality and take a-genuine interest 
in their students. It is the exceptional 
young person who can simply keep his 
personal admiration and his religious 
faith in separate compartments, to say 
nothing about having the intellectual 
background and the strength of person- 
ality to rise up and confound his 
teachers in their learned unbelief. 


Against such a background the Chris- 
tian college presents a bright contrast, 
with its positive espousal of the Chris- 
tian world view, its frequent answering 
of intellectual difficulties, and its effort 
to win the non-Christian or wavering 
students to a constant faith in Christ. 
Happily, a high proportion of these 
Christian liberal arts colleges are mem- 
bers of the standard regional accrediting 
agencies. This does not necessarily mean 
that they are as large or as wealthy as 
some of the institutions accredited, but 
if we can place any dependence on the 
accrediting agencies that are received 
as standard the country over, then the 
membership of many of our Christian 
colleges in these associations should 
encourage us to feel that the colleges are 
doing good work academically. There is 
no reason to suppose that the accrediting 
agencies would be partial in their favor. 


The other contributions of the Chris- 
-tian college are closely related to the 
one already mentioned. Let us consider 
a moment the fact that the Christian 
college imparts to many of its students 
a Christian character. We do not mean 
to discount for a moment the transform- 
ing power of the new birth in life and 
conduct, but we would point out that 
even recognizing this, the development 
of personal ideals and ways of life is 
influenced by example. As Christians, 
we have the Holy Spirit in our hearts 
to guide us. He often does this by 
sending us to the Word of God for the 
basic principles of our behavior, and 
by referring us to the example of godly 
men and women for the spelling out 
of the details. Some have felt that the 
most important contribution of the 
Christian college to its students—more 
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important than any propositional values 
imparted, however valuable—is this im- 
pact of Christian character on character. 
The very word “character” of course 
means originally an imprint or impres 
sion received from a stamp or seal. 

Relatively few basic and deep-seated 
changes are wrought in us through our 
own determination and effort. Most such 
changes are effected by influences out- 
side ourselves. A man with a deep-seated 
disorder may realize that he needs to 
be operated upon. He can choose the 
surgeon whom he will let work upon 
him, but once the decision is made and 
the anesthetic administered, the desir- 
ability of the change is, to a great extent, 
out of his own hands. 

So it is with reference to the factors 
which shape our characters and influence 
the direction of our lives; the really 
crucial decision often concerns the ques- 
tion as to which factors we will permit 
to operate upon us. Once they have 
begun to operate, the chooser himself— 
and the quality of his choices—is 
changed. A young man who had attended 
a certain school where his basic point 
of view had been radically reversed 
said to one with whom he had earlier 
associated and had been at basic agree- 
ment, “Well, I'll admit I’ve changed 
completely, and now that I am con- 
vinced that your point of view is wrong, 
I wouldn’t want to go back to it. But 
I will say that a young fellow going to 
a school should pick one that teaches 
what he wants to believe and go to such 
a school, because that’s the way he 
will be when he comes out.” 

One of the most potent of char- 
acter molding forces is that of associa- 
tion. Solomon said, “He that walketh 
with wise men shall be wise.” (Prov. 
13:20) It is true that the Christian must 
ultimately rub shoulders with the world 
and witness to it by being different from 
it. But for the formative years of his 
life God has graciously provided Chris- 
tian homes—and Christian schools. 


Looking back at my own undergrad- 
uate life, I thank the Lord heartily 
that my leaders in thought development 
and intellectual growth, those persons 
who deserved and received the admir- 
ation and approval of myself and my 
fellow students, were devout and con- 
sistent Christians. The athletic coach, 
admired by everyone for his own record 
as an athlete and his sports-wisdom, 
was a deacon in the church. The coach 
of debate, who helped us to concoct 
those forensic booby traps and atomic 
bombs which promised “sudden death” 
for the opponents, was a kindly and 
affectionate Christian gentleman who 
often filled the pulpit of a Sunday. 

My classmates too made a wonderful 
contribution to my life. Some of them 
were far ahead of me in spiritual depth, 


a fact to which even then I was not 
blind. I admired the fellows on the 
basketball squad. Most of them had a 
ready testimony for the Lord, and they 
were just as much at home conducting 
a gospel service as when “burning up” 
a hardwood court. I admired my col- 
leagues of the cross country team. Our 
captain easily won the state intercol- 
legiate championship. And he it was 
who would get us together in his room 
in the hotel to read the Word and have 
our prayers together in the evening. 

A young person can, of course, find 
Christian example elsewhere than in a 
Christian college. But he ought to have 
all of this he can get, and the Christian 
college is in this respect an unparalleled 
resource. 

All of which leads me to the next 
and closely related idea. The Christian 
college affords a Christian social life. 
We are not now thinking of character 
impact so much as the fact of one’s 
simple wholesome acceptance as a mem- 
ber of a group to which the student can 
feel he “belongs.” 

In the non-Christian college a Chris- 
tian student will tend to find his social 
life in some evangelical church group 
or with the small number of his fellow 
students who are found to be believers. 
He can often thus “make it through” 
although feeling himself betimes a sort 
of outcast insofar as the bulk of the 
student body are concerned. This is 
good, so far as it goes, but a young 
person in the late teens needs a better 
situation than this. He needs a sense of 
security in his relationships with the 
group, a sense of “belonging,” of being 
socially acceptable. Young people natu- 
rally accept one another, and they need 
themselves to feel accepted. 

Almost everyone is familiar with the 
type of inferiority complex which often 
goes with feeling oneself a member of 
a “minority group.” It issues negatively 
in feelings of persecution, in touchiness, 
supersensitivity, and attitudes of sus- 
picion. It issues positively in over-as- 
sertiveness, belligerence and a desire to 
dominate. This is not to say that these 
factors operate fully in all young persons 
who have to stand alone. Some indivi- 
duals~ adjust more wholesomely than 
do others. But at college age it is good 
if the Christian young person can feel 
himself at once a whole-hearted and an 
acceptable part of the social life of the 
school. And in the Christian college he 
finds this a glorious possibility. He finds 
that, by and large, he can enter un- 
reservedly into activities. He finds in 
himself a feeling of kinship for the 
other splendid young people with whom 
he is working, and he realizes that they 
feel the same way toward himself. 

College friendships tend to be lasting 
friendships. Yes, and we might as well 
add that it is a widely understood fact 


ETERNITY 








es 

















that a large number of young people 
find their life partners in college—be 
it secular or Christian. What a privi- 
lege, then, to be part of a group of 
young people comprising the very cream 
of Christian young manhood and young 
womanhood, gathered from widely scat- 
tered communities and families, often 
representing individually the very best 
that a given family or community can 
send. And I may also say, from the 
teachers’ point of view, it is a rare 
privilege to have the opportunity of 
working with such young people and 
of making some contribution to their 
lives. 

Finally I would like to point out that 
the Christian college fosters a Christian 
vision of service. Persons of like objec- 
tives tend to consort together, and 
persons who spend much time together 
tend to have similar objectives. A depart- 
mental professor, desiring to recruit his 
students for service in a given area, 
will establish a departmental club for 
study and discussion of matters pertain- 
ing to that area. He will take them to 
professional meetings where they will 
meet leaders in the field. 

In a Christian college the student 
has the example of Christian faculty 
members, working sacrifically as Chris- 
tian teachers. He observes that despite 
modest salaries, they seem to get along 
financially and to have their needs met. 
Time and again it works out that he 
feels in his heart a call to do likewise. 
Again, as foreign missionaries visit 
campus and speak in chapel, the Chris- 
tian students are confronted from time 
to time with the imperative of Christ's 
commission to go into all the world. 
Many of their student friends are feeling 
the call to full time Christian service. 
There is a tendency to be open and 
thoughtful about one’s life plans in 
view of Christ’s just demands. And it 
is only natural that from such colleges 
there is a steady stream of young people 
whom God calls to the pastorate, the 
mission field, and to other phases of 
his work. 

As I think over the friendships of 
college days I rejoice to name over 
many of my schoolmates who are now 
out in the work of the Lord, many of 
them filling places of considerable re- 
sponsibility and trust. 

In summary, then, many of us feel 
that because the Christian college con- 
fronts its students with the Christian 
view of God and man, because it medi- 
ates a positive urge to Christian char- 
acter, because it provides for its young 
people a Christian social life and in- 
vites them to consider a Christian life 
calling, evangelical people ought to feel 
like using to the greatest possible extent 
these advantages, and supporting these 
schools enthusiastically with their 
prayers and with their means. END 
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SECULAR COLLEGE 
(Continued from page 9) 

What is the scriptural principle? Let 
us listen to the words of our Lord Jesus 
Christ as He prays to the Father: “I 
pray not that thou shouldst take them 
out of the world, but that thou shouldst 
keep them from the evil. . . . As thou 
hast sent me into the world, even so 
have I also sent them into the world.” 
(John 17:15, 18) Some would want to 
take our young people out of the world. 
Jesus refrained from asking that. He 
prayed rather that we should be kept 
from the evil. Can you trust your son 
or daughter into God’s keeping? Jesus 
prayed for your children. He prayed al- 
so for Peter, and after the test was over 
Peter’s faith was stronger than ever. 

Thank God those attending secular 
colleges and universities are not without 
Christian fellowship today. On hun- 
dreds of campuses there are chapters of 
the Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship. 
An IVCF affiliate, the Nurses’ Christian 
Fellowship, is to be found in the nurs- 
ing schools. The medical schools have 
the rapidly growing Christian Medical 
Society. There is a great strength of fel- 
lowship and missionary spirit in these 
groups. Just as your local church or the 
foreign mission station stands as a light- 
house for the gospel, so these bands of 
Christian students witness together for 
Christ. Not only that, they benefit from 
a continual, intensive training in Bible 
study and in Christian living. Weekend 
conferences and summer training camps 
make available high-level Christian in- 
struction under some of the country’s 
top spiritual leaders and scholars. Keen 
and experienced staff members, who 
have weathered the storms of college 
themselves, visit these schools regularly, 
giving personal counsel and encourage- 
ment. 

Christian, God may want your son as 
His missionary in a secular school. As 
Jesus was sent into the world, so He 
sends us. There is a job to do in the 
colleges, and it can’t be done from the 
outside. Does someone disagree, saying 
that if God wants to save college stu- 
dents He can do it in other ways than 
by sending Christians into such an at- 
mosphere? That is what they told Carey 
when he heard God’s call to India. That 
is what Satan whispers to us when we 
go into the world to witness. We are “in 
trust with the gospel,” and Jesus has 
sent us “into the world” with the words 
of life. Where would missions be today 
if Carey and others had heeded such 
wrong advice? Missionaries enter a 
world far more diabolical than that ex- 
isting in the academic jungles. 

Not only are the colleges a mission 
field, but study in them can be an im- 
portant part of preparation for Christ- 
ian service. A recent survey among mis- 
sionaries from different boards and var- 


ETERNITY 

















ious fields was undertaken to find out 
how missionary preparation might be 
improved. Some of the replies will sur- 
prise you. 

They were asked, “Do you feel that 
the spiritual atmosphere in the school 
you attended deepened your knowledge 
of the Lord and prepared you for living 
and working with others?” 

One answered, “Yes, I went to a secu- 
lar university, and it was imperative to 
learn to work with non-Christians. . . . 
The Inter-Varsity group was one that 
fostered growth.” A missionary who at- 
tended both a Christian and a secular 
school wrote, “University atmosphere 
was more of a challenge to faith. I grew 
more there.” This observation” came 
from another: “My year of graduate 
work at a secular university, living in a 
large dorm, was excellent preparation, 
and its challenge deepened my knowl- 
edge of the Lord.” 

Here are missionaries testifying that, 
far from being a hindrance, their ex- 
perience in secular schools contributed 
to their spiritual growth. Some may be 
asking at this point if I have selected 
only those answers which seem to up- 
hold my point of view. There are many 
statements not included here which ex- 
press appreciation for Bible schools, 
Christian colleges and seminaries. There 
are also a number of sharp criticisms of 
Christian schools that I do not quote. 


Life at a secular college made many 
of these missionaries better prepared to 
live in.a non-Christian culture. One 
wrote, “I am grateful that I have not 
been steeped exclusively in a Christian 
environment, since it is certainly not 
one you find on the field. For this rea- 


son I am grateful that I went to a secu- | 


lar school that had a number of well- 
established Christians. It is important to 
learn to appreciate fellowship of a 
Christian body, but not to depend on it 
for one’s spiritual growth.” Listen to 
this thoughtful comment from a grad- 
uate of a Christian college: The train- 
ing there was “helpful but not sufficient 
—not because of any advantage or de- 
ficiency in the curriculum, but simply 
because in what is called the ‘Christian 
educational institution’ there is such a 
unique atmosphere. It was a wonderful 
experience, and I am grateful for it, but 
as a continuation of the atmosphere in 
which I had been from my earliest days, 
I felt I didn’t have too much experience 
in living among non-Christians. Prob- 
ably some of this is my own fault.” 

I have seen many students become 
mighty in the Scriptures through dis- 
ciplined, daily, personal study and 
group Bible studies on secular campus- 
es. Of course such training may need to 
be augmented if a student enters Christ- 
ian service. The rigors of personal study 
and guided group discussion, however, 
can contribute much that even good 
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Bible lectures cannot give. “Has your 
preparation enabled you to plan your 
own schedule and given the initiative 
for continued personal study?” the sur- 
vey inquired. Among the answers was 
this startling statement: “Most of the 
help I received was through IVCF rath- 
er than Bible School.” 

Inter-Varsity is certainly not compet- 
ing with Christian schools, but in its 
chapters much help is given, as this ob- 
servation shows. God leads some to 
Christian schools, where they receive a 
valuable training. Others He just as 
definitely sends into secular colleges, 
where their training is different and in 
some ways more intense. Those who are 


- in a position to advise young people on 


choosing a college bear a most serious 
responsibility. Let us reconsider the 
teachings of our Lord, and seek God’s 
guidance with open heart, rather than 
automatically suggesting our favorite 
Christian school to everyone who seeks 
our counsel. 

Some thirty miles from two Christian 
colleges is a secular university of thirty 
thousand students. A handful of Christ- 
ians there are trying to reach their 
friends with the gospel. Could that end 
of the “log” stand more help? When 
God sends a Christian into such a 
school, He will protect and bless him 
there. ENpD 








Why the Christian College 








Scores of answers may be given. Here we present a 
few important answers for the prayerful consideration of 
High School boys and girls and their parents. 


WHY ATTEND THE KING’S COLLEGE? 








King’s Offers the finest liberal Arts Education and Spiritual 


Guidance 


Faith in the Lord Jesus Christ and His Word are 
prime factors and the driving force in a Christian liberal 
arts education. A daily chapel service is a vital part of 
Christian education. King’s offers spiritual guidance. 


Graduates testify to the Worth of a Christian Education 


King’s graduates tell us again and again how invalu- 
able their King’s education has proved to be in their 


chosen fields. 


A King’s Education is a good Investment 


Well-trained college men and women are in such 
short supply that it is impossible to supply the demand. 


King’s develops Leadership 


Young people graduate from King’s with the moral, 
spiritual and intellectual values that make them leaders 


in their fields. 


A King’s Education brings lasting Happiness and Joy 
The rich experiences of campus life and the Chris- 
tian friendships among both students and faculty are a 
constant and continuing source of pleasure. 


King’s provides the finest Cultural and Social Life 
A Christian young person at King’s has a sense of 


“belonging.” 


King’s College offers a Continual Challenge to Service 
Our motto is “Serving the King of Kings.” 


Write for a King’s College catalog. 
DR. PERCY B. CRAWFORD, President 


THE KING’S COLLEGE Room 125 Briarcliff Manor, N. Y. 
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BUILD YOURSELF 
a real Christian library with these 
basic books by 


DR. DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE 


GOD’S WRATH .. . An unmistakable warning of the 
wrath to come, removing any doubt about the judg- 
ment of God on unregenerate man. Based on 
Romans 2:1-3:20. 292 pages $3.00 


GOD’S REMEDY . . . A clear explanation of the grace 
of God and the assurance which every believer 
should have. Based on Romans 3:21-4:25. 


387 pages $4.00 





HIS OWN RECEIVED HIM NOT, BUT... An examination 
of the little-understood, critical point in the life 
and ministry of Christ when He turned from His 
own—the Jews—to as many as received Him. 


185 pages $1.50 





TEACHING THE WORD OF TRUTH . . . Eighty lessons, each with simple, blackboard 
illustrations, on the t doctrines of Christian faith. Basic and indispensable to 


Christian teachers of all age groups. 
189 pages $2.50 


EMOTIONS, NERVES AND CHRISTIANITY . . . Psychoanalysis is contrasted to the habit 
of taking our problems to God. 
15 pages $.10 each 


$1.00 a dozen 


STUDIES FROM THE BOOK OF REVELATION 


MESSAGES TO THE SEVEN CHURCHES 
. . « Revelation 1:1-3:22 
MESSAGES ON THE SEVEN SEALS 
. « « Revelation 4:1-7:17 
MESSAGES ON THE SEVEN TRUMPETS 
- - « Revelation 8:1-11:18 . 114. 
MESSAGES ON THE SEVEN SIGNS . . « Revelation 14:1-16:1 
. « Revelation 11:19-13:18 : 
$.35 each or 3 for $1.00 $.25 each or 6 for $1.00 


ETERNITY BOOK SERVICE 
1716 Spruce Street 
Philadelphia 3, Pa. 
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THEOLOGICAL CONFLICT 
(Continued from page 13) 


the world population at about two and 
one half billion, of which about a fifth, 
or half a billion, belong either to primi- 
tive animisms or to nothing. Another 
billion people agree with us about God 
in general. They will accept the fact of 
a God; they will accept the supernatural 
in life, the reality of the spirit as against 
mere matter, and in such fundamentals 
we should find some agreement with 
them. But the conflicts remain, and they 
are theological ones. 

Islam, the religion of Mahomet, with 
a missionary goal of Pan-Islam, totals 
half as many members as all the differ- 
ent kinds of Christians we can scrape 
up. And they are on the march, truly 
a religion militant. There is only one 
God—good—but Mahomet is his proph- 
et, and there is the abyss of conflict be- 
tween us. What can be done with the 
way of life of millions of people whose 
basis of action is set in kismet? What 
does belief in God mean where the 
cross is not in the midst of its under- 
standing of history and of life? Can we 
look there for compassion, or justice, or 
brotherhood? Can such believers be 
readied for democracy or world govern- 
ment? It is significant that in Pakistan, 
the brand new Moslem state, the demo- 
cratic constitution drawn up for the 
world’s admiration cannot now be 
launched. How could it be? There is no 
foundation of belief among the: people 
on which such an ordering of life can 
rest. 

The conflict in another area between 
Arab and Jew is a theological one, as 
old as Abraham’s tent, where Hagar 
and Sarah, Ishmael and Isaac stood over 
against one another in a conflict which 
by this day and age looks eternal. Aus- 
tin, speaking to the Arab-Jew conflict 
as a representative of the United Na- 
tions, seemed very naive when he ap- 
pealed to the Arabs and Jews to settle 
their differences “like Christians.” It 
was a naive remark for a diplomat, but 
a very revealing one, coming as it did 
from the very marrow of Austin’s New 
England bones. How naive to expect 
Arabs and Jews to settle their problems 
like Christians! How very naive to ex- 
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pect that their problems will be solved 
any other way! Pan-Islam is on the 
move again in the Middle East; Zion- 
ism is planted in the fatherland (a fa- 
therland, by the way, validated only in 
a Bible history whose truth they ignore). 
Solutions thus far to that problem look 
like such frightful nonsense, I mean 
frightful, as to dissolve our trust in hu- 
man reason. 


With Hinduism, Shintoism 


What could one say of Hinduism and 
its strange grip on more than 300,000,- 
000 souls in a land where hope lies in 
agriculture, an agriculture in which 
sacred cows can eat what and where 
they please, cannot themselves be turn- 
ed into meat, while masses of people 
walk along the edge of mere subsist- 
ence? I still hear it said, strangely 
enough, “It doesn’t matter what a man 
believes so long as he believes it sin- 
cerely.” So we have the filthy Ganges in 
which sincere Hindus sincerely bathe; 
we have sincere sweepers who drink the 
bath water of Brahmins. Have you 
pondered how a Moslem acts sincerely 
toward his women and toward his 
beasts? Sincerely Shinto lay somewhere 
behind the sneak attack on Pearl Har- 
bor. A billion people in the world to- 
night sincerely believe in a God for 
whom Christ is NOT the true revela- 
tion. The word for them is not our 
Word. Our speech with them, therefore 
is Babel again, and we go away, talking 
our different languages. The great com- 
mission to the Church, I say again, is 
not just something nice Jesus offered as 
a quiet suggestion, to get around to 
someday when it suits us. 


With Eastern Orthodox Faiths 
Our theological conflicts lie closer to 

home; they are within Christianity it- 

self. There are about 750,000,000 Chris- 


tians of one kind or another in our 
world today. Of these, 128,000,000 be-— 
long to Eastern Orthodox faiths. Most 
of the time we forget that they exist; 
at best we look at them askance. What 
funny hats! what bushy beards! what 
long, black robes! Some are very mys- 
tical, and some live on Mt. Athos. They 
were said to have been arguing about 
the right color for a surplice the day 
the Russian revolution broke out—not 
a very pretty story. They split with the 
Western church a long time ago and 
have consistently refused to have any 
truck with Rome. They have troubled 
themselves frequently over the proces- 
sion of the Trinity. We cannot speak 
their languages, and we do not speak a 
common theological language. As Chris- 
tians they are on our side against pagan- 
ism and against other world faiths; ac- 
tually, we give them the back of our 
hand, sensing at the same time that we 
must find our theological differences 
and resolve them if we are to have any 
possible ground for action together. We 
stand over against them in a few basic 
beliefs, but Christianity is weakened in 
its world mission by our mental separa- 
tion and distrust. One hundred and 
twenty-eight million of them! 


With the Church of Rome 

Our own conflict with Rome is with 
a world church of more than half a 
billion members, who hold a wide va- 
riety of beliefs but hold, meanwhile, a 
deep loyalty to Rome and the hierarchy 
that finds its apex in the Vatican. With 
them we may well have at least 85 per 
cent agreement in theology. They are 
sound on the spiritual and supernatural 
elements of our common faith; they 
have no hesitancy at all about the Vir- 
gin Birth; they believe in the resurrec- 
tion of the body, in sin and judgment, 
and could unite with us, if we would 


unite oftener with them, in leagues of 
decency. 

Yet our differences are deep and di- 
visive. What they have done with the 
Virgin Mary is simply appalling to us. 
What they do in the Mass appears idol- 
atry in the central act of worship, and 
their inventions of purgatory and the 
various means of escape have the subtle- 
ty of the devil himself. In spite of our 
theological agreements, we stand over 
against them in our acceptance of the 
ground for authority. Whereas their au- 
thority lies in the Bible and in Tradi- 
tion, ours, we like to say, lies in the 
Bible alone, the only infallible rule of 
faith and practice. 

The cleavage is deep and will be, I 
fear, lasting. Their kind of authority 
leads to a different kind of life. The 
hierarchy of the Roman church gets on 
well with hierarchies in the state; their 
social structure is a longing after medie- 
valisms; they move to control all life— 
in the home, in the school, in govern- 
ment. Their final goal, if one may judge 
from their own approved writings, is a 
church state, a theocracy, which might 
be longed after, but mever attained 
while the Church is defined as the 
Church of Rome. To this we can never 
submit, while they cannot consider any- 
thing less than our submission. 


On Source of Authority 

The authority on which all this pow- 
er is based is a church authority through 
tradition, in addition to the Scriptures. 
For us the Truth was spoken once and 
for all, and the task of the Church is to 
understand this message and share it, 
following wherever it leads. But as John 
Whale has shown in his latest book, 
The Protestant Tradition, the Tradi- 
tion of the church can create history, 
create new truth,’ because, consistently, 
they hold that Christ’s vicar is in the 
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TOMORROW’S 
CHRISTIAN AUTHORS 
ARE TRAINING TODAY 


“My weekly write-ups on our Sunday services, 
almost in their entirety, are accepted by the edi- 
tors,” Gustave Bott, a busy pastor in Wood- 
bridge, N. J., wrote recently. A few weeks later, 
after graduating from “Beginning Christian 
Writer,” he stated, “A young couple came to me 
after the worship service and said, ‘You painted 
an unforgettable picture of heaven this morning.’ 
I tried to use some of the knowledge I acquired 
from the course in my sermon build-up. So yours 
is the credit and to God the glory. 

“I certainly wish to continue my study and ask 
to be enrolled in ‘Christian Magazine Writing.’ ” 

Housewives, stenographers, business men, nurses 
and teachers also have found BCW, a personal- 
ized home study course in writing, to be helpful, 
stimulating and profitable. 





Only $6 Starts You 


What Mr. Bott and others have done, you, 
too, can do. The total cost of the inning 
course is only $15 if paid in full; $18 on the 
installment plan (three easy payments of 
$6 each). 


FREE! WITH YOUR ENROLLMENT 
xe One year’s subscription to CHRISTIAN LIFE 
magazine 


of Christian Writers Institute 
%& Beautiful Gold Embossed Binder for your 
lessons 


tk One year’s subscription to MARKET TIPS, 
publication 


-----tfnroll Today- - - - - 


CHRISTIAN WRITERS INSTITUTE 
434 South Wabash Avenue Dept. ET 56 
Chicago 5, Illinois 
( ) Enclosed is my first payment on “Beginning 


Christian Writer.” Start my course at once. 
( ) Send me additional information and free 
sample lesson. 


Name 











City Zone............State. 
46 





papal chair, and the church which is the 
body of Christ is nothing more and 
nothing less than the Roman Church. 
The assumption of Mary thus becomes 
true because the Church now says it is 
true; prayers to Mary are valid and 
recommended; she may, while we stand 
and watch the astounding process, 
eventually be moved into the godhead. 
We are, whether we like it or not, in 
theological conflict with Rome. 

We come now to conflict within 
Protestantism itself. Who shall number 
our sects and who shall assay our differ- 
ences? Some conflicts among us are 
fundamental; one is absolutely basic: 
how shall we construe our Bible as the 
Word of God? This is the basis of 
Protestant authority. Are we strong in 
Protestantism here at the foundation 
for our truth? We as Protestants hold 
that the Bible is the Word of God. But 
we have spent an unholy force of in- 
tellect and manpower fouling up our 
own nest. Look at the time we spend 
telling each other and the world what 
is wrong with our Book, why it is sub- 
ject to suspicion, why it must be used 
with care. Temple Gairdner of Cairo, 
the great Episcopal missionary, looking 
for assurance in his faith, said, “Thank 
God for church history,” for he had 
seen God at work in history and in mis- 
sions. Has history told us nothing about 
our Bible, the anvil which has broken 
many hammers? Have we no record of 
the power of the Bible, and this regard- 
less of versions and manuscript sources? 
When that word has been let loose, 
when it has been used as witness, when 
we have witnessed to its effectiveness in 
our own lives, the church has known 
periods of power and productivity. 


What Counts in Scripture 

I am not ignorant about the prob- 
lems of Scripture. The manuscript 
sources of our Bible are nunyderless, 
the problems of translation are con- 
stant, questions of interpretation are 
frequent and sometimes moot. But 
where does that leave us? Karl Barth 
has instructed us that what counts in 
our use of Scripture is not the words, 
but the Word. I understand what he 
means by this, and I believe with him 
that it is important to understand the 
message of the Good Samaritan parable, 
for instance, while allowing that the 
story might have been told differently— 
the man might have been travelling 
from Jerusalem to Gaza when he fell 
among thieves—or that Jesus might 
have used a different story. The point 
is, however, that Jesus did choose this 
particular way for conveying the mes- 
sage, these particular words to convey 
the Word, or He did not; and if we 
want to know how He chose to speak 
we had better give attention to the 
words. 


The Existential Impact 


Furthermore, I understand Barth and 
his predecessors and followers when 
they tell me about the existential im- 
pact of Scripture. The Bible ought to 
speak to me and to my condition while 
I read it, and it has no use as far as I 
am concerned until it does. But when 
I have admitted the existential exper- 
ience, am I thereby to deny the objec- 
tive validity of the Bible apart from my 
experience? It is as if I should insist 
that water has refreshing power only 
when I drink it. The water has refresh- 
ment in itself, a power it possesses 
whether I choose to drink of it or not. 

Barth actually moved Protestantism 
toward orthodoxy. He stood up for a 
God-centered, Bible-centered Christian- 
ity; he recognized man’s radical sin and 
utter need. But when we agree with this 
we cannot agree that he has said 
enough. We are concerned with inspir- 
ation as well as revelation; the words as 
well as the Word, the Method as well 
as the content. 

I had a student tell me quite airily 
one day that he thought Bible inspir- 
ation was of the same kind as that of 
Milton or Shakespeare. To which I 
could only suggest that I didn’t think 
he knew much about the Bible or Mil- 
ton or Shakespeare (and who really un- 
derstands that?), and when we know 
what came over a prophet when he was 
led to preface his remarks with “Thus 
saith the Lord,” then, and only then, 
can we draw our parallels. I gather that 
the Scripture writers were intelligent 
enough to understand inspiration in 
general, but that they were meanwhile 
experiencing something new in particu- 
lar. Until something like that happens 
to me, therefore, how can I say just ex- 
actly what happened, or did not hap- 
pen, to them? 


lt Stands Written 


But I believe this: there was a time, 
sometime, where it could have been 
said finally of their words, “It stands 
written.” All biblical research is based 
on the belief that it matters enormously 
what was actually said. Denny, no 
“fundy” he, turned his whole argument 
on the Atonement on the fact of a sec- 
ond aorist of one Greek verb. We must 
have the closest possible study of our 
sources—this is our authoritative book— 
and the One who called himself the 
Truth would not lead us otherwise. ] 
believe in critical studies, introductions, 
original languages, philology, archeol- 
ogy, manners, and customs. And I be- 
lieve in Revelation, Content, Message, 
Word, the Living Word, the existential 
word. 

I also believe that in the providence 
of God, in ways unknown to us in our 
own experience, God spoke to us—how 
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can one say God spoke His words in 
man’s words? but then how can you say 
God works His will in our wills?—But 
I believe that He did speak, that it is a 
matter of record what He had to say, 
and that what He actually said is not 
far removed from the language of our 
latest translations, surely not from the 
languages from which those _transla- 
tions have come. Our own church con- 
fession states, “inspired in language as 
in thought.” 

Let me use an illustration suggested 
to me several years ago by our own Dr. 
T. M. Taylor. (He suggested the illus- 
tration but he is not responsible for 
how I use it.) God incarnate is Jesus in 
the flesh. A specific person walked and 
taught in specific historical and environ- 
mental situations. One day Peter cried 
out, “Thou art the Christ, the Son of 
the living God.” “Blessed art thou, 
Simon Bar-jona,” answered Jesus, “For 
flesh and blood hath not revealed it un- 
to thee but my Father which is in heav- 
en.” Peter received revelation in an ex- 
istential moment. Jesus.in the flesh had 
been seen by multitudes who never saw 
the Christ of God. Flesh and blood did 
not reveal, but the Spirit of God re- 
vealed. But the Spirit revealed by 
means of the flesh and blood. He that 
had eyes to see, he that had ears to 
hear, he received the revelation. 


Nevertheless, this same Jesus of Naz- 
areth was himself and not another, a 
man with certain traits of appearance 
and character. When he came in the 
form of a servant he did not come in 
the form of a king. This was God’s way 
of saying what He had to say; God’s 
message in servant form. It is a matter 
of indifference whether Jesus had 
brown eyes or blue, whether he was 
five feet ten or six feet four, whether 
he did or did not have a beard, whether 
he was blond or brunette. He probably 
had a large nose and swarthy skin, and 
“there was no beauty that one should 
desire him.” But the critics of the day 
recognized him. “Is not this the car- 
penter’s son?” they said. They recog- 
nized him because he looked one way 
and did not look another. I say that we 
can argue what his appearance might 
have been, but once he appeared then 
his appearance was one thing and could 
never be another. With those eyes, and 
that skin, and such a build, and his 
characteristic walk, he was recognized as 
the carpenter’s son. No one else was ex- 
actly like that, and once he appeared 
he could not have been any other way. 
“Inspired in Language” 

Scripture is like that. We might have 
written it differently; we might have 
thought some sections better written; 
some could improve on the Greek in II 
Peter; some wonder about the acrostics 
of Psalm 119. But now they stand writ- 
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ten. Under God’s direction, the words 


of Scripture were His choice, His words, 
and are the only means we have, once 
they are given, to know exactly what it 
was He wanted said. Only from such 
words, and I grant we might have writ- 
ten them differently, can we gather the 
Word, the Living Word, the Jesus of 
history, the truth about God, sin, salva- 
tion, election, the Second Advent, the 
Great Commandment. When we forget 
about the words to get at the Word, we 
have loosed our moorings; we can wan- 
der far out to sea. Somehow Barth has 
taught us much, but he stopped too 
soon, and I repeat, “inspired in lan- 
guage as in thought.” 

I have pressed my awkward finger on 
a sore point; there is theological con- 
flict here, and at the very point where 
Protestantism should have its founda- 
tion of strength. In all other areas of 
theological conflict we are weak today 
because we cannot agree on how rightly 
to handle our “sword of the Spirit”— 
which is the word of God. 


A Lifetime Book 


There are problems of interpretation, 
too. The Bible is a tremendously diffi- 
cult book, but I have a notion that the 
difficulty is also a part of the way of 
God with us. We are to search the Scrip- 
tures, feed on them, be nourished in 
those pages, be enlightened, be guided. 
It is a lifetime book, not to be digested 
in a day, but to be picked up again and 
again for our blessing and delight. It is 
the Book for a pilgrimage; how many 
different things we all need along the 
way! And how strange if we should en- 
joy the end of the journey and all the 
steps along the way when we have 
hardly begun the trek! 

But a new attitude of mind might 
help here. It is given to some to study 
the anatomy of the eye; and they are 
still engaged in their wonderful re- 
searches. It is given to the rest of us 
just to open our eyes to see. Isn’t it won- 
derful that there is light, and sight, 
neither of which gifts we shall fully un- 
derstand? But analysis is not to be con- 
fused with sight. Thousands of people 
have been brought to saving knowledge 
and have been edified in the faith who 
have never heard of Messrs. Graf and 
Wellhausen. 


Sound Theology Essential 

There are other problems, but these 
should do for the moment. My attempt 
at least has been clear; theology is of 
the stuff of life, never theory as against 
practice, but truth forcing practice. And 
I assuredly hold that only sound the- 
ology can lead to sound living, and only 
in our theological agreements finally 
can we find any other agreements. 

It is partially man’s finitude and par- 
tially his sin which make him incapable 
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of seeing all truth and following faith. 
fully what he does see. In this we share 
together. Nevertheless, it is still given 
to us that we should follow and that 
faithfully. Numbers do not really mat- 
ter. One time truth was in “Athanasius 
against the world.” Once a man stood 
against the powers of church and state 
and said, “Here I stand, I can do no 
other.” Once one man named John felt 
his heart “strangely warmed.” Once a 
handful of pilgrim souls held on to a 
bleak, hard, New England coast. Hand- 
fuls of Quakers have had concerns and 
worked compassion. Once the first and 
final victory was wrought out by a beat- 
en, bloody, forsaken Man upon a cross 
in a backwoods province of the Roman 
Empire. 


Power Is Promised 


This is not a plea for smallness but 
a plea for truth, and it is remarkable 
how single truth can be and yet how 
numerous it can become. Numbers are 
there to be won but only at the far end 
of the pathway of truth. Salvation has 
often been by a remnant. This is no 
argument for remnants, but it is an il- 
lustration of what obedience to truth 
may require. It is never promised to us 
that we shall succeed in worldly terms, 
but it is promised that we shall have 
power as we witness, power in the wit- 
ness, never apart from the witness. ““The 
things” are added when we seek the 
kingdom first. 

In the face of the forces arrayed 
against us, human numbers are as noth- 
ing. Evil is intrenched; the devil’s 
names are Legion. Christians are a 
minority; Protestants are a minority, 
Presbyterians are a minority, Baptists 
and Methodists are minorities; some of 
us are merely larger minorities than 
others. But another day has been prom- 
ised: “Every knee shall bow, and every 
tongue shall confess.” . . . “No man 
shall say to his brother, Know the Lord, 
for all shall know him from the smallest 
even unto the greatest, for the knowl- 
edge of God shall cover the earth as the 
waters cover the sea.” There’s a great 
day coming, the best is yet to be, no 
one really suspects what light shall yet 
break out of the Holy Word; we are 
heirs of the promises, promises yea and 
Amen in Christ. Greater works than 
these shalt thou do. He shall lead you 
into all truth. 

Let me conclude in the words of 
Browning’s Epilogue to Asolando: 
“One who never turned his back but 

marched breast forward, 

Never doubted clouds would break, 
Never dreamed though right were 

worsted, wrong would triumph, 

Held we fall to rise, are baffled to 

fight better, 
Sleep to wake.” 
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